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PREFACE 

In  presenting  the  Health  Eeport  for  1946,  it  is  fitting  that  I should 
first  make  some  reference  to  my  predecessor,  Dr.  D.  Morley  Mathieson, 
who  retired  in  July,  1946,  from  the  office  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
after  holding  his  appointment  for  27  years. 

During  his  term  of  office  new  legislation  entailed  a steady  expan- 
sion of  Public  Health  Services,  and  it  was  due  to  his  foresight  and 
initiative  that  Birkenhead  has  always  kept  abreast  of  any  advances  in 
hygiene  affecting  the  welfare  of  its  inhabitants. 

All  the  ancillary  branches  of  the  Public  Health  Department  ’were 
increased  and  extended  under  his  direction;  the  North  and  South 
Clinics,  Bacteriological  Department,  and  three  new  modern  wards  in 
the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  are  among  a few  of  the  improvements 
which  he  initiated,  and  remain  as  exemplars  of  his  efforts  for  the 
betterment  of  the  health  of  the  Town. 

Consequent  upon  my  appointment  as  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
the  appointment  of  th^  Tuberculosis  Officer  fell  vacant,  and  Dr.  Eric 
Blackstock,  Venereal  Diseases  Officer,  who  had  had  considerable 
experience  in  Tuberculosis  before  coming  to  Birkenhead,  was  appointed 
to  the  vacancy. 

The  vacancy  of  Venereal  Diseases  Officer  created  by  Ms  appoint- 
ment has  been  temporarily  filled  by  Dr.  S.  Ball,  who  was  demobilised 
from  the  E.A.F.  in  April,  where  he  had  been  employed  as  a Venereal 
Diseases  Specialist  for  over  four  years. 

Dr.  D.  L.  Murray,  who  was  demobilised  in  December,  has,  in 
addition  to  his  Clinic  work,  been  supervising  the  Maternity  & Child 
Welfare  and  School  Medical  Services,  and  in  connection  with  the 
latter  has  been  assisting  me  in  preparing  schemes  for  the  implementa- 
tion of  the  medical  clauses  of  the  Education  Act,  1944. 

The  Eegistrar-Generars  estimate  of  the  population  as  at  Mid- 
summer, 1946,  is  131,480,  an  increase  of  almost  10,000  over  1945. 

The  number  of  births  registered  was  3,096,  an  increase  of  611  over 
the  preceding  year,  and  the  live  birth  rate  was  23.5,  which  with  the 
exception  of  that  of  1921,  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  Borough  since 
1916.' 

The  death  rate  shows  no  change  from  that  of  1945,  but  the  infant 
mortality  rate  shows  a decrease  of  11  per  1,000  living  births. 

With  regard  to  Infectious  Diseases,  the  main  feature  of  the  year 
was  an  outbreak  of  Smallpox  which  occurred  in  May /June.'  The 
disease  was  not  of  the  mild  nature  prevailing  during  the  last  25  years, 
but  of  a virulent  type  and  caused  a mortality  of  50%.  A full  report 
of  this  outbreak  is  given  later  in  this  Eeport. 

A Domestic  and  Home  Help  Scheme  was  initiated  by  the 
Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Committee  in  February,  and  this  will  be 
referred  to  more  fully  under  the  Maternity  & Child  Welfare  Section 
of  the  Eeport. 

A scheme  for  the  treatment  of  dental  defects  in  Expectant  Mothers 
was  put  into  operation  in  December. 

In  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  Birkenhead  is  suffering 
from  the  shortage  of  nurses  and  houses.  The  former  has  caused  much 
anxiety  to  all  Hospital  Committees,  Medical  Superintendents  and 
Matrons,  and  in  many  Institutions  has  entailed  the  closure  of  wards 
in  Hospitals  and  allied  Institutions. 
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Tlie  bousing  shortage  is  more  acutely  felt  in  towns  which  were 
subjected  to  prolonged  aerial  honihardment,  and  the  ])re\alent  o\er- 
crowding  militates  against  the  health  of  the  community,  esjiecially 
that  of  tile  children.  Preference  is  being  given,  as  far  as  ])Ossihle,  to 
families  in  which  there  are  members  sulfering  from  acti\e  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis,  in  realisation  of  the  danger  of  the  spread  by  contact  of 
Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  Cremations  at  Landican  Cemetery  continues  to 
rise,  being  538  as  comi>ared  with  317  in  1945  and  78  in  1935.  Jlirkenhead 
cannot  be  said  to  be  “ Cremation-minded,”  as  of  this  total  19‘J  or  19% 
were  residents  of  the  town,  whilst  tlie  remainder  were  residents  of 
Cheshire,  North  Wales,  and  outlying  districts. 

The  number  of  examinations  foi*  superannuation  })urj)Oses  was 
452,  an  increase  of  80  over  1945.  This  increase  was  due  to  the  fact 
that  numerous  tem]K)rary  a])i)ointments  made  during  the  war  fell  due 
to  be  confirmed  or  re-advertised  and  tilled  as  permanent  ]>o8itions. 
These  medical  examinations  have  thrown  an  adclitional  strain  on  the 
IMedical  Staff'  and  on  occasions  has  necessitated  the  employment  of 
outside  assistance. 

The  following-members  of  the  Health  Staff  were  demobilised  from 
the  various  branches  of  the  Services  during  the  year  and  resumed 
duty  : — 

Public  Health  Staff: 


J)r.  D.  L.  ]\Iurrav 
Dr.  S.  Dali 
Mr.  W.  hi  wing 
IMr.  A.  Caskell 


Dental  Clinic : 


Air.  A.  Capi)er 
:\lr.  Marshall  Sndth 


Veterinary  Dept.  : 


Air.  J.  Byrne 

m.  W.  F.  Broadhurst 

Air.  H.  Dean 


Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Department : 

Air.  S.  D.  Burge 


Municipal  Hospital: 

Air.  A.  D.  Malcolm 


Air.  J.  H.  Keep 
Air.  F.  Clark 


Air.  C.  Becker 


Air.  E.  N.  Brown 
Air.  T.  O’Neill 


Air.  F.  W..  Potter 
Air.  J.  E.  Turner 
Air.  E.  W.  Smith 


Municipal  Lab.  : 

Air.  J.  E.  Hurst 


I.  D.  Hospital  : 

Air.  J.  A.  Alinshull 

The  last-named  was  awarded  the  D.C.Al.  for  his  services  in  the  Navy. 


The  following  two  members  of  the  clerical  staff  of  the  Chief 
Sanitary  Inspector  lost  their  lives: — 

Mr.  D.  Phoenix — E.A.F. 

Mr.  J.  Parkinson — E.A.F. 

This  Annual  Eeport  has  been  compiled  under  somewhat  difficult 
conditions  owing  to  the  necessity  for  complying  with  the  demands  of 
the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Education  in  preparing  and  submitting 
schemes  by  certain  dates  during  1947,  in  connection  with  the  Education 
Act,  1944,  and  the  National  Health  Services  Act,  1946. 

In  conclusion  I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  chief  officials 
of  other  departments  of  the  Corporation  for  their  co-operation;  to  all 
the  members  of  the  Public  Health  staff  for  their  loyal  assistance  during 
my  first  six  months  of  office;  and  to  the  Chairman  and  members  of 
the  several  Committees  on  which  I have  the  honour  to  serve,  for  the 
keen  interest  and  help  they  have  displayed  in  furthering  the  welfare 
of  the  common  weal. 
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Population,  births  and  deaths 


POPULATION,  BIRTHS,  AND  DEATHS 

POPULATION 

Population. — The  population  of  the  Borough,  «as  recorded  at  the 
time  of  the  1931  census  was  147,803. 

The  Begistrar-General  has  estimated  the  population  of  the  Borough 
as  at  mid-year  1946  to  be  131,430. 

BIRTHS 

Births  registered  during  1946,  and  birth  rate. — During  the  year 
3,096  live  births  belonging  to  the  Jkjrougli  were  registered. 

The  live  birth  rate  for  1946  was  *23.5. 

Birth  rate  in  recent  years.  The  birth  rates  since  1935  are  as 


follows:  — 

1935  17.0  per  1,000 

1936  16.4 

1937  16.3 

1938  17.0 

1939  16.8 

1940  18.7 

1941  18.5 

1942  19.6 

1943  21.9 

1944  23.3 

1945  21.2 

1946  23.5 


Still  births. — In  addition  to  live  births,  110  still  births  belonging 
to  Birkenhead  were  registered  in  accordance  with  Section  7 of  the 
Births  and  Deaths  Registration  Act,  19*26.  This  is  equivalent  to  a 
still  birth  rate  of  0.84. 

Comparison  of  birth  rate  with  rates  for  country  generally: — 

Per  1,000  of  Population 


Live  Still 

births  births 

England  and  Wales  19.1  0.53 

126  County  Boroughs  and  Great  Towns 

(including  London)  22.2  0.67 

148  smaller  towns  (estimated  resident 
populations  25,000  to.  50,000  at 
census,  1931)  21.3  0.59 

London  Administrative  County  21.5  0.54 

Birkenhead  23.5  0.84 


Sex-distribution  of  births. — Of  the  3,096  live  births,  1,643  were 
males  and  1,453  females;  a proportion  of  1,131  : 1,000. 

Legitimacy. — Of  the  3,096  live  birth's  registered  231  were  illegiti- 
mate, a percentage  of  7.46. 
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Registration  of  stillbirths.— The  110  stillbirths  registered  were 


classified  as  follows:  — 

Legitimate — Males  52 

Females  51 

Illegitimate — Males  2 

Females  5 


110 


The  stillbirth  rate  was  33  per  1,000  total  births. 

Births  notified  during  19^6.?^During  the  year,  3,624  births  were 
notified  in  the  Borough  under  Section  203  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936.  Of  these,  119  were  stillbirths,  leaving  a total  of  3,505  live  births. 
This  total  includes  births  which  occurred  in  the  Birkenhead  ^Maternity 
Hospital  and  the  Birkenhead  Alunicipal  Hospital,  many  of  which  were 
transferable  to  other  areas. 


The  following  is  an  analysis  of  the  above  births:  — 

Births  in  Public  Institutions:  — 

Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital  ...  678  (27  stillbirths) 
Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  ...  743  (47  ,,  ) 


Birkenhead  Oeneral  Hospital  ......  — ( — ,,  ) 

Births  in  Nursing  Homes  505  (11  ,,  ) 

Other  births:  — 

Notified  by  doctors  4 ( — ,,  ) 

Notified  by  midwives  1575  (34  ,,  ) 

Notified  by  parents  — ( — ,,  ) 


3505  (119  stillbirths) 


Un-notified  births. — The  Eegistrars  reported  47  cases  of  un-notified 
births;  16  by  both  certified  midwives  and  doctors,  12  by  the  Maternity 
Hospital  staff,  4 by  the  Municipal  Hospital  staff,  13  by  Annandale 
Nursing  Home,  1 by  Claughton  Nursing  Home,  and  1 by  St.  Faith’s 
Home. 

DEATHS 


Death-rate. — 1,795  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  the  total 
figure  includes  123  deaths  of  Birkenhead  residents  which  occurred 
outside  the  Borough,  but  excludes  332  deaths  of  non-residents  which 
occurred  in  the  area.  This  gives  a death-rate  of  13.7  per  1,000. 


Deaths  in  recent  years. — The  death-rates  .since  1936  are  as  follows: 


1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943  ^ 

1944 

1945 

1946 


12.6  per  1,000 

13.0 

12.1 

12.9 
16.1 

18.9 

14.3 
14.8 

13.3 

13.7 

13.7 
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Population,  births  and  deaths 

Sex-distribution  of  deaths. — Of  the  total  deaths,  981  were  males 
and  814  females,  a proportion  of  1,205  : 1,000. 

Uncertified  deaths. — In  1946  there  were  no  uncertified  deaths 
belonging  to  the  area. 

Coroners’  inquests. — Coroners’  inquests  were  held  regarding  90 
deaths — that  is,  in  5 per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  during  the  year. 

The  Coroners’  (Amendment)  Act,  1926. — Under  the  provisions  of 
this  Act,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  May,  1927,  a Coroner  may 
certify  death,  after  a post-mortem  examination  has. been  held,  without 
an  inquest.  During  the  year  75  of  the  registered  deaths  (4.2  per  cent, 
of  the  total  deaths)  were  certified  in  this  way. 


# Infantile  Mortality. — There  were  208  deaths  of  infants  under  1 
year  old.  This  corresi)onds  to  tm  infantile  inortalitv  rate  of  67  per 
1,000  births. 

There  were  16  deaths  in  illegitimate  infants  under  1 year  old; 
giving  an  illegitimate  mortality  rate  of  69  per  1,000. 

The  infant  mortality  rates  for  each  year  since  1986  are  given  below: 


1986 


68 


1987 

1988 

1989 


75 

58 


1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 


80 

102 

68 

74 

59 

78 


1946 


67 


The  main  causes  of  infant  deaths  during  the  ]iast  two  years  are 
shown  below:  — 


No.  in  No.  in 
194.5  1946 


(a)  Pneumonia  (all  forms)  27  35 

Bronchitis  2 1 

Whooping  cough  2 1 

Measles  — — 

Diarrhoea  and- enteritis  42  *86 

(b)  Premature  birth  58  65 

(c)  All  other  causes  63  70 


194  208 


Deaths  from  tuberculosis. — Tuberculosis  was  responsible  for  6.9 
per  cent,  of  all  deaths  recorded  in  the  Borough  in  1946.  The  deaths 


from  the  disease  were  as  follows:  — 

Deaths  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  114 

Deaths  from  other  forms  of  tuberculosis  10 


124 
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This  gives  a tuberculosis  death-rate  of  0.94  per  1,000  lof  the 
population. 

Of  the  114  deaths  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  during  1946,  111 
occurred  in  persons  between  15  and  65  years  old — that  is,  of  a wage- 
earning age. 

Deaths  from  certain  epidemic  diseases. — The  seven  “ principal 


^epidemic  diseases  ” caused  45  deaths,  as  follows:  — 

Diarrhoea  and  enteritis  (under  2 years)  34 

Whooping  cough  -...  1 

Measles  — 

Scarlet  fever  2 

Diphtheria  (including  membraneous  croup)  2 

Eever  (enteric,  typhus,  and  simple  continued)  ...  1 

Smallpox  5 


This  corresponds  .to  a death-rate  from  all  these  diseases  of  0.34  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

Deaths  from  other  notifiable  infectious  diseases. — Pneumonia 
caused,  in  its  various  forms,  99  deaths;  encephalitis  2;  poliomyelitis  1; 
and  cerebrospinal  meningitis  3. 


Water  supply,  food,  and  drugs 

WATER  SUPPLY,  FOOD  AND  DRUGS, 
AND  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS 

Water  Supply. — Jiactei'ioJo^ncal  exaiuinations  arc*  made  Ijotli  ol 
the  raw  and  treated  water.  58  such  examinations  were  made  during 
the  year,  and,  although  there  liave  been  occasions  after  heav\  rains, 
when  the  untreated  water  sho\Ned  tlie  pi-esence  of  B.  ('oli,  the  treated 
water  on  ev^ery  occasion  sliowed  a high  degree  of  puritv. 

Milk  sampling  by  Sanitary  Inspection  Staff.— ill  samples  of  milk 
were  taken,  and  examined  bacteriologically  at  the  Munieipal  Labora- 
tory, during  the  year.  168  of  these  samples  were  .satisfactory^  and  4:; 
unsatisfactory.  Suitable  action  was  taken  with  regard  tf)  the  unsatis- 
factory samples. 

50  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  examined  for  the  presence  of 
B.  tuberculosis.  5 gave  a positive  result. 

Other  sampling.— JJuring  1046,  VA\)  sami)les  wei-e  taken  ujider  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Acts.  Of  these,  206  were  formal  and  140  informal. 
205  were  samples  of  milk. 

Of  the  total  number  of  samples  analysed,  06  were  reported 
adulterated,  and  proceedings  were  taken  in  respect  of  6 of  these. 
Penalties  were  inflicted  in  5 cases. 

Meat  inspection,  and  inspection  of  foodstuffs  in  shops. — During  " 
the  year  113,824  animals  were  slaughtered  in  the  area,  an  increase  of 
24,104  on  the  preceding  year.  Approximately  411  tons  of  meat  were 
condemned  during  the  year.  This  condemned  meat  was  utilised  in  the 
manufacture  of  non-edible  by-products.  In  the  inspection  of  sliops, 
etc.,  foodstuffs  amounting  to  over  10,000  lbs.  and  0,770  tins  (various  ^ 
sizes)  of  meat,  fish,  fruit,  milk,  etc.,  were  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
consumption,  and  were  condemned. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts  1933. — 54  renewals  of  licences  to  A 
slaughter  animals  were  granted  to  butchers  employed  in  Birkenhead.  ; 
6 licences  were  granted  to  satisfactory  persons  aj^plying  for  the  first  > 

time. 

Diseases  of  Animals  Acts. — -A\"ork  under  the  above  Acts  has  A 
involved  : — - .z 

(1)  Under  the  Tuberculosis  Order  1938  the  removal  of  7 dairy 
cows  from  herds  within  the  Borough  showing  clinical  signs  of  tuber-  J 
culosis,  or  as  the  result  of  individual  milk  samples. 

(2)  The  supervision  of  the  disinfection  of  premises  housing  the  g 

above-mentioned  tuberculous  animals.  - 

(3)  The  routine  inspection  of  22  dairy  herds  within  the  Borough.-.;^ 

(4)  The  examination  of  store  pigs  kept  within  the  Borough,  to  % 
ensure  that-  the  animals  are  free  from  Swine  Fever. 

(5)  Visits  to  Taylor  Street  Cattle  Sidings  to  supervise  animais  » 

passing  through  and  to  take  precautions  against  suspected  AnthraX’  S 
In  4 cases  sheep  were  found  to  be  dead  on  arrival,  but  all  were 
negative  for  Anthrax.  9 


Tuberculosis 
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TUBERCULOSIS 

The  clinical  care  of  patients  attending  the  tuberculosis  clinic  and 
the  Orthopaedic  Hospital,  and  of  the  tuberculous  patients  attending  the 
Municipal  Hospital,  has  been  in  the  hands  of  Dr.  Blackstock,  Clinical 
Tuberculosis  Officer. 

New  Cases 

(a)  Pulmonary — The  number  of  notifications  of  the  pulmonary 
type  of  tuberculosis  has  decreased  : 234  as  compared  with  251  in  1945. 
There  has  also  been  a decrease  in  the  ease  of  pulmonary  children  : 13 
as  compared  with  19  in  1945. 

'(b)  Non-pulmonary — ^The  notifications  of  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis have  risen  from  32  in  1945  to  48  in  1946.  There  has  been  an 
increase  of  six  in  the  number  of  children  notified  as  compared  with  last 
year. 

DEATHS 

Adults 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 

1946  110  8 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the  Year  was 
282  made  up  as  follows 


Males 

Females 

■ 

- 

Up  to  15 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Up  to  15 
years  of 
age 

15  years  of 
age  and 
over 

Total 

Pulmonary 

5 

134 

8 

87 

234 

Other  forms  

16 

10 

_ 16 

6 

48 

Total 

21 

144 

24 

93 

282 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Notification  Eegister  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  1,388.  Of  these,  1,025  (589  males  and  436  females)  were 
suffering  from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  363  (164  males  and  199 
females)  were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Clinic  Eegister  at  the  end  of  the  year 
was  1,355.  Of  these  1,050  (601  males  and  449  females)  were  suffering 
from  respiratory  tuberculosis,  and  304  (145  males  and  159  females) 
were  suffering  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis. 


Children 

Pul.  Non-Pul. 

5 3 
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T uhcrculoais 


BIEKENHEAD  OliTHOlEEDIC  HOSPITAL  FOR  CHILDREN 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  tlie  coiiiiiienceinent  of  the  year  there  uere 
29  patients  in  the  Hospital.  There  were  51  admissions  during  th'3 

mi  1 • T 1 1 ^ 


year.  These  were  classified  as  follows  : — 

Tuberculosis  of  bones  and  joints  7 

,,  ,,  abdominal  glands  or  peritoneum  15 

,,  ,,  cervical  and  other  glands  10 

,,  ,,  other  organs  1 

For  observation  and  diagnosis  10 

Non-tubercular  conditions  of  bones  and  joints  ...  — 

Non-tubercular  conditions  of  other  organs  2 


There  were  86  patients  under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Average  duration  of  stay. — For  the  patients  discharged  during  the 
year  the  average  length  of  stay  in  the  hospital  was  26  weeks. 

CHESHIRE  JOINT  SANATORILLM 

The  approved  accommodation  for  Birkenhead  cases  is  82  beds. 

Patients  dealt  with. — At  the  beginning  of  the  year  80  Birkenhead 
patients  were  under  treatment.  During  the  year  41  Birkenhead 
patients  were  admitted  and  48  patients  discharged,  28  patients  remain- 
ing under  treatment  at  the  end  of  the  year.  (Cheshire  Joint  Sana- 
torium had  to  suspend  admissions  owing  to  shortage  of  staff,  and  this 
accounts  for  the  4 empty  Birkenhead  beds  at  the  end  of  the  year.) 


ChiUlren 

Men 

" omen  (u„der  15) 

1 Total 

In  Sanatorium  January  1,  1946  

14 

16  — 

1 

30 

Admitted  during  year 

25 

16  — 

41 

Discharged  or  left  Sanatorium  during  year  

23 

18  — 

; 41 

Died  in  Sanatorium  

1 

1 i — 

2 

In  Sanatorium  December  31,  1946  

15 

13  — ! 

i 

28 

LEASOWE  HOSPITAL 

Children. — There  were  2 cases  in  hospital  at  the  beginning  of  the 
year;  2 new  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  and  3 have  been 
discharged;  leaving  1 patient  remaining  in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  " ■ 

Adults. — There  were  4 female  adults  in  Leasowe  Hospital  at  the 
^ beginning  of  the  year;  2 new  cases  were  admitted  during  the  year,  and 
8 cases  were  discharged  before  the  end  of  the  year;  leaving  3 patients 
in  hospital  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

BIRKENHEAD  MUNICIPAL  HOSPITAL 

Artificial  pneumothorax  treatment. — During  1946,  2,070  refills 
were  given,  including  35  primary  inductions.  There  were  1,776 
screenings  performed  during  the  year. 

X-ray  examinations.— During  the  year  1,589  patients  were  sent 
from  the  Tuberculosis  Clinic  for  X-ray  examination  at  the  Alunicipal 
Hospital,  an  increase  of  265  over  the  number  X-rayed  during  1945. 

15  Bronchograms  were  done  during  1946. 


V enerea  I Disea ses 
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VENEREAL  DISEASES  CLINIC 

A further  rise  in  the  number  of  patients  attending  the  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinic  during  1946  has  been  registered,  making  a record  total 
in  the  history  of  the  clinic.  It  is  noticed  that  Syphilis  cases  are  almost 
equal  to  half  of  the  Gonorrhoea  cases,  this  being  much  greater  than  the 
pre-war  ratio,  which  was  9 to  1. 

The  increase  of  Gonorrhoea  forecast  in  the  annual  report  for  1945 
has  occurred,  but  fortunately  the  number  of  re -infections  during  the 
year  remains  very  low,  indicating  that  the  ease  and  speed  of  cure  with 
penicillin  has  not  caused  a lessening  in  the. fears  of  Venereal  Disease. 

During  the  year,  with  the  increase  of  supplies,  the  control  of 
penicillin  has  been  released  by  the  Ministry  to  the  ^Manufacturing  and 
Wholesale  Pharmaceutical  firms,  and  this  penicillin  has  to  be  purchased 
instead  of  being  supplied  free,  thereby  increasing  the  cost  of  maintain* 
ing  the  clinic,  but  at  the  same  time  greatly  increasing  the  efficiency  of 
treatment.  Penicillin  is  being  used  in  the  treatment  of  Syphilis  and 
Gonorrhoea,  both  diseases  showing  a rapid  response  to  such  treatment, 
but,  in  the  case  of  Syphilis,  the  treatment  must  be  combined  with 
arsenical  treatment,  to  ensure  that  the  patients  are  not  going  to  develop 
the  late  manifestations  of  Syphilis  in  the  years  to  come. 

It  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  defaulter  rate  is  low,  and  that 
patients  are  tending  more  and  more  to  obey  instructions  given  to  them 
by  attending  until  such  time  as  they  are  pronounced  cured.  This  is 
particularly  noticeable  among  the  Service  patients,  who  have,  during 
their'years  of  service,  received  repeated  lectures  on  Venereal  Disease 
and  the  dangers  of  neglecting  treatment,  giving  an  indication  that  the 
efforts  made  by  the  Services  in  publicising  the  effects  of  Venereal 
Disease  has  not  been  wasted. 

The  figures  for  Male  and  Female  new  cases  reveal  a marked 
disparity,  i.e.  741  males  to  240  females,  a 3 to  1 ratio,  and  is  indicative 
cf  a vast  reservoir  of  infection  which  exists  in  the  community  as  a 
whole.  These  cases  are,  unfortunately,  not  traceable  by  the  means 
we  have  at  our  disposal,  for  to  set  up  a full  Contact  Tracing  scheme 
requires  a much  larger  staff  than  we  have  at  present.  Under  the 
present  conditions  we  have  to  rely  upon  the  co-operation  of  the  patients, 
who  are  requested  to  advise  their  consorts  that  some  trouble  does  exist, 
and  that  they  should  attend  the  clinic.  By  this  means  we  have  been 
successful  in  treating  some  males  and  females.  The  importance, 
however,  of  establishing  a full  Contact  Tracing  Service  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment  cannot  be  stressed  too  strongly. 

The  clinic  continues  to  work  under  very  difficult  conditions,  but 
it  is  hoped  that  before  the  year  1947  is  ended  the  new  building  at  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  will  be  completed  and  ready  for  occupa- 
tion. 
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Venereal  Diseases 


Details  of  attendances  and  new  cases  at  the  Clinic  during  the 
years  1940/1946  are  set  out  below. 

(a)  Total  attendances  : 


Year 

Males 

Females 

Total 

1940 

3,688 

1,745 

5,433 

1941 

3,183 

1,975 

5,159 

1942 

4,052 

3,603 

7,655 

1943 

4,486 

5,716 

10,202 

1944 

4,161 

5,045 

9,206 

1945 

5,131 

5,064 

10,195 

1946 

8,012 

7,260 

15,272 

(b)  New  Cases 


Year 

Syphilis  } 

1 

Soft  Chancre 

1 

(Jonorrhu'a 

Non- Venereal 

'I'otals 

I'otal 

New 

1 »,  1 Fe-  Cases 

1 Males  , 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

Males 

Fe- 

males 

M.iles 

Fe- 

: males 

1 

1940 

46 

17 

7 

— 

, 110 

14 

94 

24 

257  55  * 312 

1941 

49 

23 

11 

— 

138 

13 

93 

25 

1 291  61  352 

1942 

47 

48 

3 

— 

no 

52 

99 

35  , 

1 259  135  394 

1943 

59 

43 

3 

— 

120 

102 

214 

111  ! 

' 396  256  652 

1944 

60 

39 

3 

— 

; 73 

56 

188  1 

1117  i 

1 324  212  , 536 

1945 

48 

31 

2 

1 

! 109 

94 

248 

107  i 

1 407  233  640 

1946 

69 

43 

3 

~ 

219 

111 

330  i 

1 81  ' 

‘ 621  235  856 

These  figures  do  not  include  new  patients  seen  during  the  year 
who  have  been  previously  treated  elsewhere.  These  figures  for  the 
year  1946  are  : 

Males  111  Females  6 Total  117 

making  the  total  number  of  patients  new  to  this  clinic  for  the 
year  1946  


973 


Other  infectious  diseases 
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OTHER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

SMALLPOX 

An  outbreak  of  smallpox,  limited  to  a total  of  10  cases,  occurred 
in  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

The  cases  can  be  divided  into  three  groups,  and  no  connection  was 
established  between  the  differing  groups. 

Group  1 comprised  6 cases,  the  primary  case  being  that  of  a man 
aged  60  years  who  developed  a very  mild  form  of  smallpox,  modified 
by  vaccination  in  infancy  and  during  the  1914/18  war.  This  case  would 
have  passed  undetected  had  not  secondary  cases  of  the  most  severe  type 
developed  in  unvaccinated  members  of  his  family,  four  of  whom  died 
in  hospital,  one  within  24  hours  of  admission. 

Group  2 comprised  a single  case  in  an  unvaccinated  woman  aged 
29  years  who  died  within  24  hours  of  admission. 

In  Group  3 the  primary,  a man  aged  58  years,  had  also  been 
vaccinated  during  infancy  and  during  the  1914/18  war,  and  although 
his  attack  was  of  a very  mild  nature  it  was  detected  at  an  early  stage 
and  prompt  vaccination  of  all  contacts  was  carried  out.  Two  secondary 
cases  were  later  removed  to  hospital,  both  being  of  a mild  nature. 

The  main  features  of  the  outbreak  were  : — 

(1)  The  virulent  type  of  the  disease.  For  the  last  25  years 
Birkenhead,  in  common  with  the  rest  of  the  country,  has 
enjoyed  comparative  immunity  from  this  disease. 

During  this  time  there  have  been  only  two  small 
outbreaks  in  Birkenhead,  limited  to  a few  persons.  The 
disease  has  been  of  the  variola  minor  type  and  with  one 
exception  was  so  mild  as  to  cause  little  or  no  sickness  or 
ill-effects.  There  were  no  fatal  results  in  any  of  the 
cases  and  no  after  effects. 

The  1946  outbreak  was  of  the  variola  major  type  and 
caused  a mortality  rate  of  50%.  Three  of  these  cases 
were  of  a haemorrhagic  nature  and  died  within  48  hours. 
The  remaining  cases  had  profuse  rashes  and  with  one 
exception  were  ■ seriously  ill. 

(2)  Protection  by  Vaccination.  Of  the  ten  cases  in  Birken- 
head five  had  never  been  vaccinated  and  died.  The 
remaining  five  had  been  vaccinated  on  one  or  more 
occasions  and  all  recovered. 

Vaccination  facilities  for  the  general  public  w^ere  made  available 
at  the  Health  Clinics  which  were  staffed  by  the  Health  Department. 
Supplies  of  lymph  were  also  available  free  to  general  medical  practi- 
tioners. Over  21,000  vaccinations  were  carried  out,  exclusive  of  those 
done  by  private  doctors.  18,500  of  these  were  performed  by  medical 
officers  of  the  Health  Department. 

I wish  to  pay  tribute  to  the  medical,  nursing  and  clerical  staffs, 
who  worked  mornings,  afternoons  and  evenings,  at  the  Vaccination 
Centres,  to  cope  with  the  public  demand  for  protection  from  the  disease. 
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Other  infectious  diseases 


A summary  of*  the  details  of  the  cases  is  set  out  below  : 


Gkoui* 

No. 

Patikist’s 

DesCKII'TION 

Vaccinal  State 

Tyi'k  of  Diseases 

Hksclt 

1 

1 

Male  - aged  60  years 
(Unemployed) 

Vaccinated.  Infancy 
and  1917 

Very  Mild  discrete 

Recovered 

2 

Female  - aged  50  vea's 
(Wife  of  No.  1)  " 

Un  vaccinated 

Haemori  hagic 

Died 

3 

Female  - aged  15  years 
(Daugliter  of  Nos,  1 & 2) 

Un  vaccinated 

t 'ontlncnt 

Inemoiilnigii 

Died 

4 

Male  - aged  17  years 
(Son  of  Nos.  1 & 2) 

IJiivaccinaled 

Seveie  ••••nllnent 

Died 

5 

Male  - aged  12  years 
(Son  of  Nos.  1 4c  2) 

L'n  vaccinated 

Ha-mori  hagic 

lilt'd 

6 

Male  - aged  12  years 
(Medical  practitioner. 
Attended  No.  1) 

Vaccinated.  Infancy 
ind  1916 

Veiy  mild  discr«  te 

lh‘e<»v»'icd 

2 

1 

Female  - aged  29  year.s 
(Housewife) 

Fnvaecinated 

Hiemoriliagic 

I)ie<i 

2 

1 

Male  - aged  58  3'ears 
(Lorry  Driver) 

Vaccinated,  Infancy 
and  1915 

.Mild  discrete 

Kecovered 

2 

Female  - aged  53  years 
(Wife  of  No.  1) 

Vaceiiiattsl.  Infancy 
and  1946 

.Mild  discrete 

Re<*overed 

3 

Female  - aged  26  years 
(Married  daugluer  of 
Nos.  1 & 2) 

Vaccinated.  Three 
times  during  1946 

Very  mild  discr»  te 

Kecoveie<l 

Scarlet  Fever 

During  the  winter  months  it  was  decided  to  defer  admission  to  the 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  of  patients  suffering  from  scarlet  fever, 
unless  complicated  by  middle  ear  disease  or  some  other  serious  sequehe, 
and  to  admit  to  the  beds  so  liberated,  serious  cases  of  measles  and 
whooping-cough . 

Scarlet  fever  is  nowadays  a mild  and  comparatively  innocuoas 
disease,  whereas  measles  and  whooping-cough,  with  their  complica- 
tions, are  still  serious  threats  to  child  life  and  often  leave  a legacy  of 
ill-health  which  may  last  for  many  years. 


Other  infectious  diseases 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  WHICH  AEE  NOTIFIABLE 


Below  is  a table  showing  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
(other  than  tuberculosis)  notified  during  1946  at  various  ages  : — 


Disease 

and 

1 yr. 

1-2 

yrs. 

2-3 

yrs. 

3-4 

yrs. 

4-5 

yr.s. 

5-10 

yrs. 

10-15 

yrs. 

1 

15-20 

yrs. 

1 

20-35 

yrs. 

35-45 

yrs. 

'45-65 

yrs. 

65 

yrs. 

up 

1 

Total 

Smallpox  ..  . 













1 

2 

2 

1 

4 



10 

Scarlet  fever  ..  

17 

20 

33 

27 

177 

67 

26 

10 

7 

1 

390 

Diphtheria  and  membra- 

1 

nous  croup  

6 

8 

12 

16 

14 

57 

22 

15 

29 

9 

1 2 

— 

I 190 

Erysipelas  

1 

3 

3 

' 9 

i ^ 

25 

Typhus  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. — 

— 

— 

Enteric  fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 1 

— 

2 

Continued  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Relapsing  fever  

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  meningitis 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

— 

11 

Encephalitis  lethargica 

(acute) 

— 

— 

Polio-encephalitis  (acute) 

■ — 

Poliomyelitis  (acute) 

— 

— 

— 

2 

3 

5 

Puerperal  pyrexia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

13 

6 

1 

— 

25 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

7 

1 

7 

Cholera  

Pneumonia T 

32 

25 

20 

9 

9 

36 

10 

6 

31 

11 

28 

30 

247 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

1 

— 

— 

7 

TiTTQOTI 

1 

0 

3 

*Measles  .....  ► 

29 

74 

75 

84 

86 

219 

6 

1 

3 

— 



— 

577 

*Whooping  cough  

75 

137 

130 

144 

91 

175 

7 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

761 

Totals 

154 

263 

258 

288 

230 

668 

115 

58 

100 

40 

47 

39 

2260 

***  Made  notifiable  under  the  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough 
Eegulations,  dated  October  23rd,  1939 


The  number  of  patients  treated  in  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital 


during  the  year  was  as  follows  ; — 

In  hospital  at  beginning  of  year  63 

Admitted  to  hospital  during  year  609 — 672 

Discharged  from  hospital  during  year  621 

Number  of  deaths  in  hospital  during  year  8 — 629 

Eemaining  in  hospital  at  end  of  year  43 
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Other  infectious  diseases 


An  analysis  of  the  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  is  given  below : 


Patients  sent  in 
as  suffering  from 

In  hospital 
at  beginning 
of  year 

j Admitted 
' during  year 

1 

Died  Discharged 

during  year  during  year 

Remaining 
in  hospital  at 

1 end  of  year 

Scarlet  fever  

13 

1 

, 148 

1 

152 

1 

1 8 

F. 

22 

176 

189 

9 

Diphtlieria 

13 

78 

1 

82 

i 8 

F. 

11  i 

1 

i.  112 

1 

4 

108 

11 

Enteric  fever 

F. 

1 

1 

1 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

2 

2 

i 

F. 

1 

7 

8 

1 

Erysipelas  

i 

1 

F. 

1 

6 1 

7 

Measles  

16 

14 

i 2 

F. 

19  i 

1 

16 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

2 

14  ■ 

' 15 

1 

i 1 

F. 

10  ! 

1 

8 

1 

Other  diseases  

. ...M. 

1 

D 

F. 

15 

14 

' i 

Totals 

63 

609 

8 

621 

43 

The  one  j^atient  sent  into  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  as 
suffering  from  enteric  fever  was  not  confirmed. 


IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  free  of  charge  has  continued 
throughout  the  year ; the  number  of  children  who  completed  the  course 
shows  a slight  decrease  compared  with  the  previous  year. 


The  number  of  children  whose  immunisation  was  completed  during 
the  year  was  1,379,  made  up  as  follows  : — 


1 — 5 years  of  age  1,148 

5 — 15  years  of  age  223 

1,371 

15  years  and  over  8 

Total  1,379 

It  is  not  possible  to  state  exactly  the  total  number  of  children  m 
these  age  groups  in  Birkenhead  but  a fair  estimate  would  be  : — 

1 — 5 years  of  age  11,960 

5 — 15  years  of  age  20,320 


Total 


32,280 


Other  infectious  diseases 


IS 


Out  of  this  total,  the  numbers  of  children  who  have  now  (that  i^, 
by  the  31st  December,  1946)  received  a complete  course  of  immunisa- 
tion against  diphtheria  as  follows  : — 

Under  5 years  of  age  3,829  (32.0%) 

5 — 15  years  of  age  11,114  (54.6%) 

Total  14,943  (46.2%) 


Tabular  statements  showing  the  number  of  children  immunised 
each  year  since  1933  — 


Age  in  years  on 

1st  December  of  the 
orresponding  yea  r. 

1933  1 

1934 

1935 

1936 

1937 

1938 

1939 

1940 

1941 

1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

nder  1 year  

- 

— 

3 

1 

1 

13 

3 

3 

1 

— 

18 

9 

— 

5 

year  

2 

1 

62 

16 

19 

31 

12 

15 

106 

419 

55] 

548 

714 

588 

Total  inocu- 
lated aged  un- 
der five  years 
on  31st  Decem- 

r 

! yea  a 

2 

8 

29 

15 

24 

73 

45 

31 

201 

501 

465 

347 

365 

355 

ber,  1946 

7 

7 

42 

12 

30 

78 

32 

25 

211 

414j 

392 

65 

139 

125 

3,829 

I 

years  

2 

13 

62 

19 

28 

77 

28 

19 

184 

379 

382 

57 

47 

75 

years 

4 

12 

201 

24 

43 

125 

43 

23 

244 

350 

246 

60 

37 

51 

1 years  

6 

11 

479 

29 

48 

174 

31 

19 

450 

264 

285 

48 

27 

43 

years  

2 

9 

580 

18 

32 

190 

45 

27 

478 

219 

320 

43 

17 

26 

years  

8 

9 

591 

13 

19 

200 

32 

27 

511 

163 

248 

23 

10 

20 

Total  inocu- 

'  years  

1 

12 

668 

10 

23 

120 

23 

18 

511 

129 

286 

21 

12 

20 

lated  aged  5-15 

years  on  31.st 
December,  1946 

11,114 

1 years  

11 

713 

7 

5 

125 

20 

17 

515 

121 

240 

16 

6 

27 

years  

1 

666 

7 

10 

96 

11 

10 

655 

112 

292 

16 

11 

17 

! years  

6 

557 

4 

9 

113 

11 

10 

385 

113 

298 

7 

1 

10 

1 years  

3 

532 

4 

6 

62 

9 

7 

336 

103 

198 

15 

- ^ 

1 

1 years . 

1 

306 

11 

4 

44 

3 

5 

250 

36 

208 

19 

8 

4 

1 

► years  and  oyer 

1 

9 

6 

90 

14 

9 

69 

25 

23 

132 

27 

33 

24 

22 

8 

1 

Total  inocu- 
lated aged  15 
years  and  over 
on  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1946 
10,631 

Total  each  year. 

43 

110 

5581 

204 

310 

1 

1588 

373 

279 

5170 

3355 

4462 

1318 

1407 

1379 

Grand  Total 
1933-1946 
25,574 

SKIN  CLINIC 

2,902  attendances  were  made  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  b}^ 
adults,  and  children  under  5 years  of  age.  Details  of  the  defects 
treated  are  set  out  below. 
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Other  infectious  diseases 


Tnforiijation  relating  to  tlie  treatment  of  school  cliihlren  may  l)«" 
found  on  page  43  of  this  report. 


Disease  or  defect 


' Nund>er  of  de- 
' fects  treated  at 
(the  Clinic  durtn;; 
the  rear 


Scabies 

(a)  Uncomplicated  

(b)  Complicated  

Scabies  contacts  (found  to  be  free  from  Scabies) 

Diseases  of  the  scalp  (due  to  lice  and  nits) 

Other  skin  diseases 


306 

138 

92 

46 

211 


'J'otal 


793 


MUNICIPAL  LABORATORY 

The  source,  natine,  and  nnniber  of  the  s])ecimens  examined  during 
1940  at  the  municipal  laboratory  ai’e  set  out  in  a table  below.  Dr.  rl . 
M.  Kitchie  has  been  in  cliarge  of  this  work. 

Tlie  laboratory  is  a centi’e  of  suj)ply  of  jtenicillin,  and  over  290 
million  units  have  been  issued,  for  both  systematic  and  local  use, 
during  the  year. 

Specimens  from  Birkenhead  sources  examined  during  year  1946  : — 


i.n. 

Hospital 

H’head 

Muii. 

Other 

Sections 

.Medical 

Practi- 

Total 

Hospital 

of  Dept 

tioners 

Swabs  for  Diphtheria  — Pos.  ..  

IS.o 

34 

3 

18 

240 

Neg 

1957 

1241 

55 

413 

3666 

Sputum  for  Tubercle — Pos 

— 

201 

182 

20 

403 

Neg 

4 

1080 

1000 

110 

2194 

Blood  for  Widal  Pos 

— 

3 

2 

1 

6 

Neg 

3 

24 

8 

7 

42 

Blood  for  Wasserraanii  

6 

337 

2021 

460 

28C4 

Smears  for  Gonococci  

231 

2001 

261 

2497 

Other  Examinations  -.. 

575 

12598 

757 

509 

14439 

2734 

15749 

«»29 

1799 

26311 

Specimens  from  Other  Authorities  : — 

Clatterbridge  (County)  General  Hospital  19,792 

Cl atterb ridge  Isolation  Hospital  1,088 

Wallasey  (Mill  Lane  Hospital)  1,060 

Borough  of  Bebington  323 

Wirral  Urban  District  Council  198 

Hoylake  Urban  District  Council  143 

Neston  Urban  District  Council  16 

22,620 


Total  from  all  sources  48,931 
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During  the  past  year,  a further  increase  in  the  number  of  in- 
patients  took  place,  5,711  being  admitted  during  the  year,  and  this  is 
the  highest  figure  of  admissions  for  any  year  since  the  Hospital  was 
appropriated  in  1933. 

The  whole-time  Medical  Staff  of  the  Hospital  consists  of  : — 
Medical  Superintendent  (Dr.  R.  A.  Grant) 

Deputy  Medical  Superintendent 
Senior  Resident  Medical  Officer 
Four  Resident  Medical  Officers 

In  addition,  the  part-time  services  of  : — 

A Radiologist 
A Physician 

An  Aurist  and  Laryngologist 
A Psychiatrist 

A Consulting  Surgeon  in  General  Surgery 
An  Orthopaedic  Surgeon 
An  Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist 
A Specialist  Anaesthetist 
A Dental  Surgeon 

were  retained,  and  Dr.  Blackstock  and  Dr.  Ball  carried  out  duties  as 
Consultants  in  their  special  subjects  (tuberculosis  and  venereal 
diseases) . 

The  Hospital  is  recognised  as  a Training  School  for  the  General 
Nursing  Council,  and  as  a Part  1 Training  School  for  the  Diploma  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board;  during  the  past  year  9 members  of  the 
Nursing  Staff  have  passed  out  from  the  Hospital  as  fully  trained 
Nurses,  and  15  were  successful  in  Part  1 of  the  Central  Midwives’ 
Board  examination. 

Owing  to  air  raid  damage  and  other  reasons  directly  or  indirectly 
connected  with  the  war,  there  has  been  a reduction  of  beds  from  560 
to  501. 

During  the  winter,  the  chronic  wards  at  the  Hospital  became 
congested,  and  it  has  on  occasion  been  necessary  to  refuse  the 
admission  of  this  type  of  case  from  both  Wallasey  and  Birkenhead. 
A definite  and  restricted  number  of  beds  has  been  set-aside  for  chronic 
and  incurable  cases,  including  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  in  order  to 
avoid  refusing  admission  of  acute  cases.  When  these  chronic  beds  are 
filled  the  admission  of  further  patients  in  this  category  has  necessarily 
been  postponed. 

During  November  and  December,  1946,  the  accommodation  for 
acute  medical  and  surgical  cases  was  at  times  almost  inadequate  to 
meet  the  demands  made  oh  the  Hospital.  Indeed,  it  was  only  due  to 
the  additional  accommodafior  provided  at  Arrowe  Municipal  Annexe 
that  the  Hospital  was  able  to  cope  with  the  large  number  of  admis- 
sions, which  sometimes  amounted  to  500  per  month. 

In  April  of  1946  the  extension  to  the  Maternity  section,  which  was 
commenced  in  the  latter  part  of  1945,  was  completed  and  opened  for 
patients.  This  new  Maternity  Unit  is  utilised  for  abnormal  cases  of 
which  a large  number  are  admitted  from  both  Birkenhead  and  Wallasey 
areas  each  year. 
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A very  excellent  Labour  Ward  containing  two  lal)Our  bed®  and 
first-stage  room  is  now  provided,  and  bas  greatly  inijiroved  Mo)-king 
conditions  in  the  Mateiajity  L)e])ai*tment  of  tlie  Hos])ital.  'rin  re  i-  no 
further  need  foi*  transfei-ring  patients  fi-oin  the  f)l)solet(‘  Maiornitv 
Block,  situated  in  the  faj’  end  of  the  gi'ounds,  and  this  is  a great 
improvement  on  previous  years. 

The  numbei-  of  births  in  the  Alaternitv  W'ard  was  747  agairi«;t  030 
in  1945. 

In  the  autumn  of  the  year  tliere  w as  an  epidemic  of  diai-rlicea  in 
ttiothers  and  new4y-born  infants  in  the  Maternity  Ward.  The  cause 
of  this  epidemic,  wdnch  was  common  to  many  of  tlie  ]ios]»itals  in  the 
country,  has  not  so  far  been  ascertained,  ])ut  it  was  c.oiitined  onl}’  ro 
rixothers  and  babies  in  Maternity  W’ards. 

44  mothers  and  44  infants,  a j)ercentage  of  28  of  tlie  total  number 
of  mothers  and  babies  dui-ing  the  jieriod  August-Nov*.  inber,  were 
aflected. 

Stretcher  bearers  from  the  H.H.(\S.  still  continue  to  render 
valuable  assistance  to  the  Hospital.  Tbeii-  help  is  partic'ularly  appre- 
ciated in  transferring  cases  to  the  Alimicipal  Annexe  at  Arrowe  on 
Sunday  mornings.  MTthout  theii-  assistance  the  Annexe  could  not 
function  as  smoothly  as  it  does,  and  we  owe  a dee])  debt  <4  gratitude 
to  the  Red  Cross  Stretcher  beai-ers  for  giving  up  their  Sunday  mornings 
and  assisting  with  t)*ansfers  to.  the  Annexe,  which  sometimes  number 
18  to  20  at  one  time. 

During  1946  an  Assistant  Kitchen  Superintendent  w'as  appointed. 
Several  electrically  heated  containers  liave  been  purchased  for  use  m 
the  Hospital  to  transiiort  food  to  the  most  distant  wards  from  the 
kitchen,  and  patients  in  these  wards  are  now  served  with  meals  which 
are  warm  and  palatable.  An  evening  meal  is  now  provided  for  » 
patients,  and  is  greatly  appreciated.  i\Iost  acceptable  gifts  of  food- 
stuffs have  been  received  from  the  various  Dominions  during  the  past 
3^ear,  notably  from  South  Africa,  Australia  and  Canada,  and  these  gifts 
have  helped  considerably  to  improve  the  somewhat  meagre  rations 
available  for  patients. 

In  spite  of  all  the  difficulties  connected  with  food,  a high  standard 
of  cooking  has  been  inaintained  during  the  past  year. 

Shortage  of  Nursing  Staff  during  1946  has  been  a great  difficulty. 
Along  with  other  Hospitals,  we  have  had  difficulty  in  giving  adequate 
attention  to  patients,  and  the  standard  of  individual  attention  is 
definitely  below  that  of  pre-w^ar  years.  This  is  entireW  due  to  shortage 
of  staff.  Many  non-Resident  Nurses  are  now"  employed;  members  cf 
tlie  Civil  Nursing  Reserve  have  still  been  retained;  but  changes  in  the 
Nursing  Staff  have  been  much  more  frequent  than  in  pre-W"ar  days, 
and  such  changes  do  not  predispose  to  good  nursing.  In  spite  of  all 
these  difficulties  very  few'  complaints  have  been  received,  and  the 
Nursing  Staff  have  carried  on  loyally  under  great  difficulties. 
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Arrowe  Municipal  Hospital  Annexe 

40  beds  are  • provided  in  this  Annexe  for  convalescent  patients 
transferred  from  the  Hospital;  during  the  year  803  patients  were 
admitted. 

Mention  has  already  been  made  of  the  value  of  the  Annexe  in 
relieving  pressure  at  the  Municipal  Hospital,  and  there  is  no  doubt 
that  patients  are  greatly  benefited  by  a stay  at  Arrowe.  It  is  noticed 
patients  are  discharged  more  physically  fit  than  when  the  entire  con- 
valescence is  spent  in  the  Municipal  Hospital. 

The  Annexe  is  fitted  throughout  with  wireless,  and  an  excellent 
library  is  maintained  by  the  B.E.C.S.  The  voluntary  services  given 

by  the  Librarian  and  her  assistants,  who  distribute  books  and  magazines 
to  the  patients  every  week,  are  much  appreciated. 

A considerable  number  of  children  suffering  from  rheumatic- disease 
are  treated  in  the  Annexe.  These  children  require  prolonged  con- 
valescence in  order  to  avoid  the  disabling  heart  complications  so 
common  in  this  disease.  Nothing  could  be  more  ideal  than  the 
surroundings  of  Arrowe  for  this  type  of  child.  The  education  of  the' 
children  is  maintained  by  the  attendance  of  the  School  Teacher  from 
the  Hospital  on  several  cfays  per  week.  JMuch  useful  occupational 
therapy  is  also  provided.  . 

The  General  Nursing  Council  have  now  insisted  that  every  complete 
Training  School  must  have  a Preliminary  Training  School  attached, 
where  Pupils  receive  instruction  in  the  elements  of  Nursing  prior  to 
entering  the  general  wards  of  a Hospital.  As  no  accommodation  was 
available  for  such  a Preliminary  Training  School  at  the  Hospital,  the 
Council,  approved  of  plans  for  turning  a portion  of  the  Annexe  into  a 
Preliminary  Training  School.  This  will  be  completed  in  April,  1947, 
and  the  first  trainees  will  commence  instruction  about  the  end  of  that 
month. 

A Lecture  Boom  and  Demonstration  Koam  have  been  planned 
and  set  up  ; further  rooms  have  been  utilised  for  residential  accommo- 
dation of  Pupils  who  will  reside  at  the  Annexe  for  a period  of  three 
months  before  commencing  training  at  the  Municipal  Hospital. 

Following  preliminary  instructions  in  Nursing  by  the  new  Sister 
Tutor  to  be  appointed  to  the  new  Preliminary  Training  School,  the 
Pupils  will  have  the  advantage  of  attending  to  convalescent  patients  at 
the  Annexe,  and  so  gain  practical  experience  in  Nursing  before  being 
called  upon  to  work  in  the  acute  and  chronic  wards  of  the  Hospital. 
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Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital  , 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  admissions,  births,  dis- 
charges and  deaths  during  the  year  1946  : — 


Men 

Women 

Children 

Total 

In  Hospital  j)n  .31st  Dec.,  1945... 

123 

1.55 

Utl 

382 

Admissions  and  Births 

From  own  homes  & other  Hospitals 

1299 

2.547 

915 

4671 

Service  cases  admitted  

170 

— 

— 

170 

From  Birkenhead  Institution  

32 

25 

51 

108 

From  hlastharn  House  

H 

7 

— 

35 

Births  in  Hospital  

— 

— 

747 

747 

Total  admissions  and  bij-ths  

1419 

2579 

1713 

.5711 

Total  cases  dealt  with  during  the 

year  

1542 

2734 

1817 

6CK)3 

Discharges  and  Deaths 

To  own  homes  or  other  Hospitals 

S51 

2344 

1 .555 

47.50 

Service  cases  discharged  

168 

1 

— 

169 

To  Birkenhead  Institution  

49 

29 

44 

122 

Deaths  in  Hospital  

319 

214 

123 

656 

Total  discharges  and  deaths  

1387 

2588 

1722 

5697 

Civilian  cases  in  Hospital  on  31st 

December,  1946  

118 

166 

95 

379 

Service  cases  in  Hospital  on  31st 
December,  1946  

17 

.17 

Total  cases  remaining  in  Hospital 
on  31st^  December,  1946  

135 

166 

95 

396 

A summary  of  the  attendances  made  in  the  Continuation  Clinic 


and  Out-patient  Department  : — 

New  Cases. 

Attendances, 

Ear,  nose  and  throat 

...  310 

609 

Ophthalmic 

...  214 

507 

Orthopaedic  

...  142 

507 

Dental  ...  ... 

70 

88 

Diabetics 

49 

693 

Physiotherapy 

...  436 

5864 

Dressings  ...  ...  . 

...  138 

2537 

Post-Natal 

...  490 

654 

E.M.S.  

3 

16 

Gynaecological 

24 

24 

Total  attendances  of  Continuation  cases  : 


Medical  and  Surgical  ...  ...  ...  ...  1577 
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The  total  number  of  surgical  operations  carried  out  during  the  year 
was  as  follows  : — 


U’ations  carried  out  under  : — 
General  Anaesthetics 

...  637 

Local 

do. 

...  105 

Spinal 

do. 

92 

Intravenous 

do. 

...  228 

No^ 

do.  "... 

40 

1102 

'Total  operations  for  1946,  1102. 

Operations  for  tonsils  and  adenoids  : — - 


School  Medical  Service 

138 

Others  

17 

Eye  operations 

24 

Nasal  do. 

2 

Dental  do. 

Nil 

Municipal  Laboratory 

Specimens  examined  during  the  year  1946  : — 

Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital 


Swabs  for  Diphtheria 

Pos. 

35 

Neg. 

1239 

Sputum  for  Tubercle  ... 

Pos. 

207 

Neg. 

1082 

Blood  for  Widal 

Pos. 

4 

Neg. 

25 

Blood  for  Wassermann 

265 

C.S.E.  for  Wassermann 

40 

Smears  for  Gonococci 

240 

Other  Examinations 

... 

12585 

G.P.  Inoculations  

... 

35 

15757 

Below  is  a summary  of  the  Maternity  cases  dealt  with  at  the 
Hospital  during  1946  : — 


Total  No.  1 
of  womon 
dealt  with 

Married 

Single 

Total  No. 
of  children 
dealt  with 

Lire  births 

Still  births 

613 

566 

47 

! 

i 

• i 

625  . ! 

606 

19 

26 
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X-ray  Department 

A summary  of  the  work  carried  out  at  the  X-ray  Department 
during  1946  is  set  out  below  : — 


In-patients 

Cases 

Radiographs  taken 

Stomach 

1856 

Kidney 

81 

847 

Gall  Bladder 

56 

145 

C'hest 

Mod 

1588 

General 

702 

1458 

Tn -patients  sci*eened,  1416 

Out-patients 

Cases 

Radiographs  taken 

Stomach 

8 

28 

Kidney 

1 

2 

Chest 

1507 

ir>89 

General  

875 

788 

Out-patients  screened, 

1776 

Total  number  of  Radiograph 

s taken  ... 

...  7286 

Total  number  of  patients  screened  ... 

...  8192 

Total  number  of  cases 

...  45rK) 

Electrocardiographs  taken 

75 

ARROWE  ANNEXE  STATISTICS 

Men.  Women.  Children.  Total. 


In  Hospital  on  81st  Dec.,  1945  

18 

13 

7 

38 

Admissions 

From  Birkenhead  ^Municipal  Hospital  ... 

249 

355 

154 

758 

Discharges 

To  own  Homes 

220 

331 

141 

692 

To  Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital 

30 

30 

8 

68 

To  I.D.H 

— 

— 

— 

— 

To  Birkenhead  Orthopaedic  Hospital  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

To  Institution 

1 

— 

— 

1 

To  Manor  Grange  ...  ... 

— 

— 

2 

2 

To  Leasowe 

— 

1 

— 

1 

To  Market  Drayton  ...  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Absconded 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Died  in  Hospital 

— 

— 

— 

— 

252 

363 

152 

767 

Total  cases  in  Hospital  at  31st ^Dec.,  1946 

9 

6 

9 

24 

I 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 

ArrangoiTients  were  made  during  tlie  year  for  Birkeidiead  mentally 
defectiye  children  to  attend  the  WallaRey  Occupation  Centre. 

The  Birkenhead  Centre  was  closed  in  1941  mainly  owing  to  the 
steady  decline  in  the  numbers  in  attendance.  The  ])remises  haye 
since  been  used  as  a Nursery  under  the  jMaternity  & Child  Welfare 
Committee,  and  are  still  being  used  for  that  purpose. 

Since  the  end  of  the  war  there  has  been  a growing  need  for  an 
Occupation  Centre,  but  the  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  Committee  haye 
been  unable  to  find  suitable  premises  in  the  Borough  which  were  readily 
adaptable. 

By  an  agreement  made  with  the  Wallasey  County  Borough  Council, 

Birkenhead  mentally  defectiye  children  now  attend  the  Wallasey 

•* 

Centre,  a special  bus  conyeying  the  children  and  a (hiide  being  employed 
to  look  after  them  during  the  journey  to  and  from  the  Centre.  The 
Guide  also  assists  at  the  Centre. 

The.  names  of  19  children  were  on  the  Eegister  of  the  Occupation 
Centre  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Whilst  the  Occupation  Centre  has  relieved  an  urgent  need,  there 
still  remains  the  difficulty  of  finding  suitable  institutional  accommoda- 
ion  for  the  mental  defectives  \mder  the  age  of  16  years. 
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Tlie  total  number  of  cases  under  the  care  of  the  Mental  Deficiencv 
Acts  Comniittee  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  dl4.  These  had  beeli 
dealt  with  in  the  following  ways:  — 

Males  beinales  'I'otal 

Under  16  year.«  Under  16  years 
16  years  and  over  16  yearn  and  over 

1.  Under  “ Order  ” 

In  Institutions  (excl.  cases 
on  Licence)  : — 


iVshton  House  

— 

— 



1 

1 

Durren  Hill  

— 

— 



1 

1 

C'ranage  Hall  

() 

31 

2 

50 

M9 

Mary  Dendy  Honie  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Moss  Side  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Public  Assistance  

— 

20 

— 

1 

21 

Ramj)ton  State  

— 

— 

— 

J 

1 

Royal  Albert  

3 

3, 

— 

— 

0 

Stoke  Park  Colonv  

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

9 

55 

o 

50 

122 

On  Licence  from  Institutions 

_ 

10 

_ 

1 

17 

Under  Guardianship  

— 

o 

— 

— 

2 

2.  Ill  “ place  of  safetv'’  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3.  Under  Statutory  Siqiervision. . . 

22 

57 

15 

58 

152 

Of  whom,  awaiting  removal 

to  an  Institution  

4 Action  not  yet  taken  under  any 

9 

14 

1 

1 

25 

of  the  above  headings  

1 

10 

1 

8 

20 

Totals  

Number  of  cases  on  the  Register 

33 

134 

18 

129 

314 

of  Occupation  Centre  

17 

males 

2 females 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  reported  by  the 
Local  Education  Authority  under  Section  57  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 
and  the  method  of  disposal  of  such  cases:  — 

Males  Females  Total 


Reported  under  Section  57  (3)  5 7 12 

(5)  2 1 3 

Total  7 8 15 

Method  of  disposal:  — 

Sent  to  Institutions  (by  Order)  1 1 2 


Placed  under  Guardianship  (by  Order)  — — • — ■ 

Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  6 7 13 

Taken  to  “ Place  of  Safety  ” — — ■ — 

Died  or  Removed  from  Area  — — — 

Action  not  yet  taken  — — — 

7 8 15 


Total 


Welfare  of  the  blind 
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WELFARE  OF  THE  BLIND 

The  total  number  of  blind  persons  on  tbe  Eegister  at  the  end  of 
the  year  was  274 — 140  males  and  134  females. 

The  rate  of  domiciliary  allowance  made  to  blind  persons  was 
increased  as  from  29th  September,  1946. 

An  occupational  centre  was  opened  during  the  yefvi’  for  the  purpose 
of  teaching  basket  making,  cane  and  rush  seating  to  unemployable 
blind  persons.  • 


HOUSING  & ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE 

Inspection  of  dwelling-houses,  etc. — This  work  still  suffered  during 
1946  owing  to  shortage  of  staff.  The  normal  staff  consists  of  14 
Inspectors,  including  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  one  Sanitary 
Inspectors’  Assistant.  There  were  four  vacancies  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  total  number  of  premises  inspected  for  housing  and  other 
defects  under  the  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts  during  the  year  was 
12,136;  31,093  inspections  were  made  for  this  purpose. 

Extermination  of  Rats  and  Mice. — Two  Eodent  Operatives  were 
engaged  on  this  work  throughout  the  year.  One  Operative  dealt  with 
surface  infestation,  his  services  being  available  to  householders  and 
business  firms.  In  most  cases  a charge  is  made  based  on  time  taken  and 
cost  of  materials  used.  Business  firms  have  continued  to  take  advantage 
of  this  service  and  in  many  cases  request  periodic  treatment  in  order 
to  keep  their  premises  free  from  rats. 

136  treatments  of  infested  premises  were  carried  out  during  the 
year. 

Two  maintenance  treatments  of  the  sewers  were  carried  out  during 
the  year.  An  estimate  of  the  size  of  the  rat  population  of  the  sewers 
is  made  from  the  amount  of  bait  taken.  This  has  shown  that  the 
number  of  rats  infesting  the  sewers  has  been  greatly  reduced  when 
compared  with  the  large  number  found  during  the  initial  treatments 
in  the  years  1944  and  1945.  The  benefits  obtained  from  the  continuous 
treatment  of  the  sewers  are  particularly  noticeable  in  premises  in  the 
older  parts  of  the  Borough. 

The  number  of  manholes  treated  during  1946  was  9,022. 
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MATERNITY  & CHILD  WELFARE 

Health  of  children  under  5 years. — During  the  first  year  of  life  the 

general  standard  of  health  and  nutrition  is  good  in  spite  of  the  fact 
that  fewer  babies  are  breast  fed.  Motliers  are  genuinely  interested 
iij  the  health  of  their  babies  and  seem  to  appreciate  a little  more  now 
the  value  of  the  vitamine  pre])arations  and  extra  milk  and  eggs  to 
which  the  baby  is  entitled.  Fewer  babies  now  are  fed  in  the  night 
and  value  of  a strict  routine  is  more  a[jpreciated. 

At  the  age  of  10  months  all  Clinic  mothei-s  are  persuaded  to  have 
their  children  immunised  and  no  difficulty  is  experienced  with  this 
class  of  parent. 

After  the  first  year,  however,  there  is  still  a falling  off  in  general 
health  and  nutrilion,  and  in  particular  a tendency  to  nervousness.  A 
loss  of  appetite  and  restless  sleep  is  Jioted  especially  in  those  households 
where  a new  baby  has  been  born  and  the  toddler  is  no  longer  the  “ only 
one.  ” 

On  the  other  hand  bony  deformities  are  less  marked  as  a result 
of  the  intake  of  vitamins,  and  there  is  a higher  standard  of  clothing 
and  cleanliness  than  in  the  children  of  .school  age. 

Domestic  and  home  help  scheme. — Tn  accordance  with  the 
Ministry  of  Health  Circular  179/44,  the  ^Maternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  formulated  a l^omestic  Helj)  scheme  and,  with  the  sanction 
of  the  Ministry  of  Health,  combined  it  with  a Home  Help  service  for 
maternity  cases.  The  Scheme  was  introduced  in  February,  1946. 

The  aims  of  the  Scheme  are  to  provide  domestic  help  to  households 
where  there  is  illness  (lack  of  such  help  causes  hardship) , and  to 
supply  home  help  in  cases  of  confinement.  Help  is  given  for  a limited 
period,  but  it  can  be  extended  in  exceptional  circumstances. 

For  some  time  temporary  labour  was  employed  but  experience 
proved  that  this  was  unsatisfactory.  The  IMaternity  and  Child  Welfare 
Committee  decided,  therefore,  to  employ  two  whole-time  workers  and 
two  workers  at  a retaining  fee  of  5/-  per  week. 

During  the  year  this  Scheme  has  been  instrumental  in  providing 
much  needed  help  in  a number  of  households. 

The  Care  of  Illegitimate  Children 

The  Health  Visitors  in  co-operation  with  the  Public  Assistance 
Committee  and  voluntary  organisations  maintain  strict  supervision 
over  the  illegitimate  children. 

The  Care  of  Premature  Infants 

The  mothers  are  encouraged  to  work  and  provision  is  made  for 
the  admission  of  the  children  to  the  Day  Nurseries. 

The  birth  weight  of  each  infant  is  recorded  on  the  Notification  of 
birth  card  and  a special  note  is  made  on  the  health  visitors’  visiting 
slips  of  any  infant  weighing  lbs.  or  less.  Close  contact  is  main- 
tained by  the  health  visitors  on  all  such  infants. 

Total  number  of  premature  babies  notified  during  1946  who  were 


born  : — 

(a)  at  home  B4 

(b)  in  hospital  or  nursing  home  115 
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Day  Nurseries 

Since  April,  1946,  the  Day  Nurseries  (Wartime  Nurseries)  are  no 
longer  entirely  supported  by  the  Ministry  of  Health;  a special  grant 
of  approximately  55%  is  now  being  received  towards  their  mainten- 
ance. 

There  has  again  been  very  little  infection  in  the  nurseries  with  the 
exception  of  a mild  but  extensive  outbreak  of  German  Measles  at  the 
Hollybank  Eoad  Nursery  just  before  Christmas  which  resulted  in  the 
postponement  of  the  Christmas  Party  until  the  10th  January,  1947. 

The  nutrition  of  the  children  of  all  age  groups  shows  considerable 
improvement  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  well-balanced  diets,  the 
good  ventilation  of  the  nurseries  and  the  care  that  they  receive  at  the 
liands  of  the  trained  staff  all  contribute  to  the  well-being  of  the  child. 

Each  new  child  is  medically  examined  as  soon  as  possible  after 
admission  and  immunised  againM  diphtheria,  if  this  has  not  already 
been  done.  The  remainder  undergo  a routine  medical  inspection  every 
four  months  or  oftener  if  required.  Any  defects  found  are  attended  to 
at  the  special  clinics  and  the  mothers  are  found  to  be  most  co-oj^erative 
and  grateful  when  the  matter  is  explained  to  them  by  the  Matrons. 

There  are  now  18  nursery  students  at  the  3 nurseries  and  they  are 
trained  for  the  National  Nursery  Certificate.  A new  syllabus  has  been 
arranged  for  this  examination  which  involves  attendance  twice  weekly 
at  evening  classes  in  Wallasey  and  a joint  course  in  further  education 
has  been  establishe(;l  in  conjunction  with  the  Wallasey  Education 
Committee.^ 

The  nursery  staff  has  worked  well  and  the  klatrons  are  mdefatig- 
able  in  their  efforts  to  maintain  a high  standard  of  health  and  happiness 
in  their  nurseries.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  number  of  staff 
employed  during  1946,  on  account  of  the  extra  off-duty  required  by  the 
nursery  students. 

An  interchange  of  students  has  been  arranged  between  the  nursery 
classes  and  the  nurseries  in  order  to  give  those  at  the  nursery  classes 
the  necessary  training  with  children  age  0 — 2 years. 

The  demand  for  Day  Nurseries  is  still  high,  and,  with  the  continued 
call  for  Eemale  Labour,  is  likely  to  remain  so. 

Over  50%  of  the  children  attending  the  Nurseries  are  fatherless 
or  illegitimate,  and  it  is  for  the  mothers  of  these  children  that  Day 
Nurseries  serve  a Useful  purpose  in  caring,  for  their  children  whilst  they 
return  to  work. 

The  Day  Nurseries  have,  since  their  inception,  been  under  the 
charge  of  Dr.  E.  I.  Grant,  and  it  has  been  largely  due  to  the  keen 
personal  interest  she.  has  taken  in  the  health  and  welfare  of  the  chil- 
dren and  in  the  training  of  the  staff  that  the  nurseries  have  reached 
and  maintained  their  present  high  standard. 


The  following  figures  shqw  the  number  of  attendances  made 
during  1946  at  each  nursery  : — 


Name  of  Nursery 

Capacity 

No.  of  children  on 
register  during  year 

No.  of  attendances 
during  year 

Average  attendance 
during  year 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

0-2 

2-5 

Cavendish  Road... 

45 

38 

58 

4165 

9093 

16 

33 

Old  Chester  Road. 

47 

64 

64 

4312 

8534 

16 

33 

Hollybank  Road... 

38 

37 

71 

3919 

6732 

15 

25 
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Midwives 

94  ijiidwives  gave  notice  of  tlieir  intention  to  practise  in  the 
Borough. 

Municipal  Midwives 

Tlie  following  is  a sunnnary  of  the  work  of  the  nine  whole-time 
i\Iunici])al  midwives  on  the  staff  of  the  department  : — 


Nimd)er  of  hookings  819 

Number  of  births  909 

Number  of  visits  to  ])atients  16,050 


Birkenhead  Maternity  Hospital  Midwife 

Under  tlie  terms  of  Ibe  agreement  witli  the  Birkenhead  Maternitv 
Hospital  for  domicil iarv  midwifery,  the  Hospital  midwife  carried  out 


work  as  follows  : — 

Number  of  bookings  218 

Number  of  births  168 

Number  of  visits  to  patients  4,282 


Home  Visits 

In  connection  with  the  Haternity  and  Child  Welfare  Scheme, 
visits  were  paid  by  the  Health  Visitors  as  follows  : — 


To  children  under  1 year  9,767 

To  children  between  1 and  5 years  9,589 

To  expectant  mothers  229 

To  mothers  and  children  (miscel- 
laneous matters)  3,721 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics 


At  the  infant  welfare  clinics  1,594  first  visits  and  16,704  revisits 
were  made  by  children  under  5 years  of  age.  Of  these,  1,506  (who 
made  5,312  revisits)  were  examined  by  an  assistant  medical  officer. 

Of  the  3,624  births  notified  approximately  1 in  3 infants  attended 
an  infant  welfare  clinic. 

At  the  toddlers’  clinics  209  first  visits  and  2,646  revisits  were 
made. 

Antenatal  Clinics 

Antenatal  clinic  sessions  were  held  on  155  occasions.  The  number 
of  patients  dealt  with  was  1,274,  the  total  number  of  attendances 
being  3,797. 

A small  amount  of  postnatal  work  was  carried  out  at  the  ante- 
natal clinics;  3 mothers  paid  3 visits. 

Infant  Life  Protection 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  names  of  32  children  were  entered  on 
the  Begister  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  206  to  220  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

7 cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  were  notified  during  the  year. 
1 was  treated  at  home  and  6 in  hospital.  Vision  was  unimpaired. 
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Maternal  Mortality 

The  Eegistrar- General’s  annual  statement  of  causes  of  death 
includes  5 deaths  connected  with  pregnancy  and  childbirth. 

This  gives  a maternal  mortality  rate  of  1.56  per  1,000  births  (living 
and  still),  as  compared  with  a rate  of  1.53  for  the  whole  country. 

The  causes  of  the  deaths  were  as  follows:  — 


Puerperal  sepsis  2 

Other  maternal  causes  3 


CIVIL  NUESING  EESEEVE 

Mrs.  G.  Walton  continued  to  act  as  Honorary  Organiser  for  the 
Civil  Nursing  Eeserve  for  Birkenhead,  and  I should  like  to  express 
my  appreciation  of  such  work. 

Members  of  the  Civil  Nursing  Eeserve  continue  to  give  valuable 
service  to  the  hospitals  and  the  enrolment  figures  for  Birkenhead  are 
as  follows  : — 

Bull- time  Nursing  Auxiliaries  (including 

B.E.C.S.  and  S.J.A.B.  members)  ...  10 

Part-time  Nursing  Auxiliaries  (including 

B.E.C.S.  and  S.J.A.B.  members)  ...  23 

State  Eegistered  and  Assistant  Nurses 

(full  and  part-time)  14 

In  accordance  with  a request  from  the  Minister  of  Health,  a 
recruitment  of  persons  willing  to  serve  in  an  emergency  was  set  up  with 
a response  as  follows  :■ — 


Full-time  Nursing  Auxiliaries  2 

Part-time  Nursing  Auxiliaries  23 

State  Eegistered  and  Assistant  Nurses  8 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICES 


Staff — Medical 

])r.  J).  Morley  Matliiesoii  retired  on  the  dlst  -Inly,  l‘.»40,  after 
acting  as  School  Aledical  Officer  for  over  27  years.  ( (nisequeiit  to  his 
retirement  and  my  appointment  as  his  successor  there  liave  l)eeii 
several  changes  in  the  i\IedicaJ  Staff,  which  has  entailed  considerable 
re-organisation  of  the  School  Health  Service. 

Hr.  Ji;.  Blackstock,  who  had  initiated,  and  had  been  in  charge  of 
the  Municipal  Skin  Clinic,  was  appointed  Acting  Tuberculosis  Officer 
in  August  and  was  confirmed  in  the  Permanent  Appointment  on  the 
1st.  December. 

Dr.  S.  Ball  and  Di-.  1).  Jj.  Mun-ay,  who  had  been  absent  with  the 
Forces,  retiuned  to  duty  on  the  1st  April  and  the  2nd  December  res- 
pectively. 

Dr.  Bail  took  over  the  Venereal  Diseases  Clinic  from  Dr.  Black- 
stock  in  August,  ill  a temjiorary  capacity. 

Dr.  A.  M.  Williams  and  Dr.  B.  1.  Orant  continued  to  carry  out 
School  Aledical  Inspections  and  treatment  in  the  maintained  schools 
and  clinics.  Part  time  Medical  Assistance  has  been  given  during  the  ! 
year  by  Dr.  Patricia  I.  Unsworth,  Dr.  Mary  K.  Hall,  Dr.  Phyllis 
Marsh,  Dr.  k.  Adams,  Dr.  F..  O.  Williams  and  Dr.  V.  0‘Beilly,*  the 
Eesident  Aledical  Officer  of  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

Medical  Staff — Dental 

Mr.  P.  Wilson-  Smith,  the  Senior  Dental  Surgeon,  has  been  ' 
assisted  by  Miss  Evelyn  M.  Warlow  and  Air.  J.  J3.  Andrew  in  the  work 
of  School  Dental  Inspections  and  treatment. 

Mr.  A.  C.  Capper  resumed  duty,  after  being  with  the  Forces,  on  v 
the  1st.  Alarch,  terminating  his  appointment  in  August  to  take  a post 
at  Cambridge.  *. 

Air.  Alarshall  Smith  resumed  duty,  after  being  with  the  Forces, 
on  the  14th  January,  and  terminated  his  appointment  in  September  to 
take  a post  with  the  Leicestershire  County  Council. 

Mr.  J.  Wilson  was  appointed  to  the  Dental  Staff  in  December, 
1946. 

During  the  course  of  the  year  all  members  of  the  School  Health 
Service — Aledical,  Dental  and  Clerical — who  had  been  serving  with 
the  Forces  have  been  demobilised  and  returned  to  duty. 

Education  Act,  1944. 

The  first  duty  which  devolved  upon  my  appointment  as  School  j 
Aledical  Officer  was  to  prepare  schemes  for  the  implementation  of  | 
Section  48  (oj  of  the  Education  Act,  1944.  J 

This  Section  requires  Local  Education  Authorities  to  provide  free  ij 
medical  treatment — other  than  domiciliary^ — to  all  pupils  attending^ 
maintained  primary  and  secondary  schools.  . All  such  schemes  werej^ 
necessarily  of  an  interim  nature  pending  the  coming  into  operation  of  ^ 
the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  and  were  based  on  Circular^ 
102/46  of  the  Alinistry  of  Education.  3 


35 


Ilealth  of  aeliool  children 

This  Circular  proved  difficult  of  elucidation  and  provided  many 
grounds  for  argument  between  the  Authorities.  Discussions  took 
place  with  representatives  of  local  Hospitals  in  respect  of  the  treatment 
to  be  provided,  both  in-patient  and  out-patient ; .with  Birkenhead  and 
Wirral  Invalid  Children’s  Association  for  the  provision  of  convalescence 
treatment,  surgical  appliances.  Ultra-violet  Therapy,  etc.  with  the 
Liverpool  Dental  Hospital  in  connection  with  cases  referred  by  the 
Senior  School  Dental  Officer  for  Orthodontic  treatment.  As  a result 
of  these  discussions  Basis  of  Agreement  were  reached,  and  in  conjunc-  . 
tion  with  the  Borough  Treasurer,  financial'  arrangements  agreed  upon 
with  the  various  Hospital  managements  and  voluntary  associations. 
These  schemes,  .when  completed,  will  be  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of 
Education  for  approval. 

In  accordance  with  the  suggestions  in  Circular  29  of  the  Ministry 
of  Education,  consideration  has  been  given  to  improving  and  perlect- 
ing  existing  schemes  for  the  treatment  of  conditions  for  which  the  Local 
Education  Authority  is  responsible ; it  is  hoped  that  an  Orthoptic  Clinic 
will  be  established  in  the  near  future,  also  a Child  Guidance  Clinic  in 
. conjunction  with  the  Wallasey  Education  Authority. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic  for  Children 

Mr.  Horace  Davies,  the  Consultant  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  in  charge 
of  the  Education  Committee’s  Out-patient  Clinic,  states  in  his  annual 
report  that  from  a survey  of  the  detailed  classification  table  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  treatment  of  the  postural  errors  of  childhood  constitute 
the  major  part  of  the  work  at  the  clinic,  and  until  a comprehensive 
scheme  of  organised  physical  training  is  adopted  in  the  schools  to 
. prevent,  and  correct  these  postural  errors,  no  decline  in  the  numbers 
can  be  expected. 

The  majority  of  these  occur  during  early  school  age,  and  their  early 
\ recognition  is  of  paramount  importance.  Treatment  at  this  stage  gives 
excellent  results  but  constant  supervision  is  necessary  to  prevent 
relapse.  • 

Many  cases  of  spastic  paralysis  have  attended  the  clinic  and  it  is 
probable  that  M more  comprehensive  treatment  for  these  cases  will 
shortly  be  available  now  that  a National  Council  for  the  Welfare  of 
Spastics  has  been  instituted. 

Rickets  show  a welcome  decline  but  a disturbing  nunrber  of  cases 
of'Hallux  Valgus  is  constantly  seen  in  young  girls  of  School  age.  This 
condition  is  mainly  due  to  inadequate  footwear  and  is  an  expression 
of  the  general  shortage  of  good  shoes. 

Speech  Therapy  Clinic 

Mrs.  Mary  Peel,  the  Speech  Therapist,  in  charge  of  the  two  Speech 
Therapy  Centres  in  the  Borough,  states  that . children  have  been 
admitted  to  the  clinics  at  an-  earlier  age  than  in  previous  years,  and 
this  early  treatment  has  the  advantage  of  home  and  maternal  co-oper- 
ation, which  is  so  often  lacking  in  the  case  of  older  children. 

There  has,  on  the  whole,  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  cases 
requiring  treatment  for  stammering,  which  seems  to  be  more  prevalent 
amongst  the  older  children.  On  the  other  hand,  there  has  been  an 
increase  in  the  dyslatic  group  of  speech  disorders,  including  sigmatic 
and  delayed  speech  disorders ; this  includes  three  post-operational  Cleft 
J^alate  cases,  which  are  responding  slowly  to  treatment. 
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No  attempt  has  been  made  to  treat  aphasic  cases,  due  partly  hj 
the  fact  that  daily  treatment  given  over  a number  of  years  is  required 
to  be  effective,  and  partly  to  the  existence  of  a waiting  list  of  the  more 
normal  speech  defects  that  will  gain  more  benefit  by  attendance. 

There  is  sufficient  work  for  a full  time  Speech  Therapist,  as  at 
present  the  children  are  attending  for  treatment  only  once  a week 
instead  of  twice. 

Time  has  been  alloted  this  year  by  Mrs.  Peel  to  visiting  the 
schools,  where  the  interest  and  co-operation  of  the  teachers  (in  giving 
up-to-date  information  of  the  progress  of  the  children)  have  proved 
most  valuable.  The  establishment  of  contact  with  the  homes  would  b»i 
advisable,  thereby  gaining  the  full  confidence  of  the  parents,  but  until 
a full-time  Therapist  is  a])pointed  this  is  out  of  the  cpiestion. 

Municipal  Skin  Clinic 

During  the  year  1946,  2,145  attendances  were  made  by  children  of 
school  age  at  the  Municipal  Skin  C’linic  which  was  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  E.  Blackstock  and  the  Xurse-in-( 'barge.  Miss  Beattie. 

The  transfer  of  the  clinic  to  the  new  premises,  tlie  former  First 
Aid  Post  in  Balls  Koad,  was  effected  in  danuary  and  has  allowed  treat- 
ment to  be  carried  out  on  much  more  expeditious  lines  than  was 
formerly  possible. 

The  Skin  Clinic  is  now  fulfilling  a useful  function  in  connection 
with  Section  48  (3)  Education  Act,  1944,  in  so  far  as  in  all  agreements 
made  with  Local  Hospitals  for  treatment  of  School  Children,  the 
majority  of  skin  conditions  have  been  excluded  from  those  for  which 
the  L.E.A.  will  accept  liability  for  payment. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a decrease  of  over  1,000  in  the  atten- 
dances in  the  year  compared  with  1945.  This  must  be  attributed  to 
the  fact  that  an  efficient  Skin  Clinic  is  lieljung  to  reduce  the  incidence 
of  skin  conditions,  and  to  the  fact  that  all  contacts  to  infectious  skin 
conditions  are  immediately  traced,  examined  and  given  any  treat- 
ment required,  thus  preventing  reservoirs  of  infection  from  unwittingly 
passing  the  infection  to  others.. 

It  must  be  recognised  how'ever,  that  until  such  time  as  over- 
crowded conditions  in  housing  and  schools  etc.  is  overcome,  impetigo, 
scabies  and  other  infections  and  verminous  conditions  will  continue  to 
be  seen  at  the  Skin  Clinic  in  fairly  large  numbers. 

General 

The  poor  standard  of  clothilig  and  cleanliness,  noted  in  previous 
years,  is  now  showing  some  improvement.  This  is,  no  doubt,  due  to 
a combination  of  factors,  but  mainly,  it  is  hoped,  to  greater  interest 
on  the  part  of  the  parents.  Although  there  is  a good  deal  of  contro- 
versy on  the  subject  of  the  present  day  diet  the  standard  of  nutrition 
would  appear  to  be  no  worse  than  in  previous  years,  and  in  some 
respects  to  be  better. 

A comparison  of  the  heights  and  weights  of  boys  and  girls  entering 
and  leaving  school  in  1938  and  1946  shows  a slight  increase.  A com- 
parison of  the  nutrition  standards  for  the  same  years  shows  a decrease 
in  those  deemed  to  be  excellent.  This,  however,  is  quite  likely  to  be 
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due  to  a ditterence  in  assessment  by  different  Medical  Officers.  Unfor- 
tunately, there  are  no  real  standards  by  which  a child  can  be  termed 
mal-nourished,  and  the  classification  depends  very  largely  on  the  indi- 
vidual judgment  and  experience  of  the  Medical  Officers, 


Heights: 

Entrants 

Boys  Girls 

Boys 

Leavers 

Girls 

1938 

3ft. -6.66 

3ft.-6.53 

4ft. -11. 57 

5ft. -0.46 

1946 

3ft. -7.58 

3ft. -7.24 

5ft.-  1.92 

5ft.-2.05 

Weights : 

1938 

3st.-0.96 

2st.-13.70 

6st.-  7.44 

6st.-12.39 

1946^ 

3st.-l.55  . 

2st. -13.81 

6st. -10.06 

7st.-  2.47 

Nutrition: 

Excellent 

Kormal 

Slightly  Sub -Normal  Bad 

1938 

10.83% 

81.94% 

7.16% 

0.07% 

1946 

3.62% 

88.83% 

7.47%, 

0.08% 

It  is  too  soon  to  make  any  definite  statement  regarding  the  value 
of  the  school  dinners,  but  that  benefit  must  be  the  result,  there  can  be 
little  doubt.  More  children  are  desirous  of  attending  than  can  be 
accommodated;  the  meals  are  well  served,  are  hot,  and  what  is  most 
important,  the  child  who  is  reported  to  be  ''  difficult  ” over  his  food 
at  home,  eats  his  dinner  at  school  without  any  bother  or  fuss. 

Lack  of  sleep  still  remains  one  of  the  causes  of  sub-normal  nutri- 
tion, and  again  it  must  be  emphasised  to  parents,  that  an  adequate 
amount  of  sleep  is  essential  for  the  growing  child. 

I wish  to  thank  the  Director  of  Education  and  his  staff  for  their 
advice  and  ready  co-operation  on  any  matter  affecting  the  health  vd 
the  school  child,  and  express  my  appreciation  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Administrative  Committee  for  the  courtesy  and  help 
they  have  extended  to  me  during  my  first  six  months  of  office. 
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MEDICAL  INSPECTION  OF  CHILDREN  ATTENDING 
MAINTAINED  PRIMARY  AND  SECONDARY  SCHOOLS 

( see  note  n ) 

A.— ROUTINE  MEDICAL  INSRECTIONS 
Nuiuber  of.  Inspections  in  the  ITescribed  Groui)S  (see.  note  h) — 


Entrants  301 1 

Second  age  group  lOTtl 

Third  age  group  1822 


Total  7112 


Number  of  other  Koutine  Inspections  (see  note  c) 

Fourth  age  group  1532 

Nursery  Classes  81 

Claughton  Road  Special  School  87 


Total  1700 


Grand  Total  8812 


R.— OTHER  INSPECTIONS 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  (sec  note  d ) • 4106 

In  schools  28 

In  clinics  4078 

Number  of  Re-inspections  (see  note  e)  2058 

In  schools  1853 

In  clinics  1105 


Total  7064 


CHILDREN  FOUND  TO  REQUIRE  TREATMENT 

Number  of  individual  children  found  at  routine  medical  inspection 
to  require  treatment  (excluding  defects  of  nutrition,  uncleanliness  and 
dental  diseases) . 

Note. — No  individual  child  is  counted  more  than  once  in  any 
column  of  this  Table;  for  example,  a child  suffering  from  defective 
vision  and  from  adenoids  appears  once  in  Column  2,  once  in  Column 
3 and  once  only  in  Column  4.  Similarly  a child  suffering  from  two 
defects  other  than  defective  vision  appears  once  only  in  Column  3 and 
once  in  Column  4. 


Group. 

(1) 

For  defectire  vision 
(excluding  squint) 

(2) 

For  all  other 
conditions  recorded 
in  table  on  p.  9 
(3) 

Total. 

(4) 

T£nt,rant.s ' 

4 

1 

525 

528 

Second  Age  Group ... 

148 

177 

304 

Third  Age  Group  

157 

111 

246 

Total  (Prescribed  Groups)  

309 

813 

1078 

Other  Routine  Inspections  

122 

i 150 

252 

Grand  Total 

431  N 

963 

1330 
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NOTES  ON  TABLES  (Page  7) 

(«}  Tl]e  return  refers  to  a complete  calendar  year. 

(t>)  This  heading  relates  solely  to  the  routine  medical  inspection  of 
the  three  ordinary  age  groups,  i.e.,  to  medical  inspections  carried  out  in 
compliance  with  Section  49  (2)  of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health 
Service  Regulations,  1945,  which  states  that  “ every  pupil  who  is  admitted 
for  the  first  time  to  e,  maintained  school  shall  be  inspected  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible after  the  date  of  his  admission;  every  pupil  attending  a maintained 
Primary  School  shall  be  inspected  during  the  last  year  of  his  attendance 
at  such  a school;  and  every  pupil  attending  a maintained  Secondary  School 
shall  be  inspected  during  the  last  year  of  his  attendance  at  such  a school.” 

(c)  Under  this  heading  is  recorded  routine  inspections,  of 
children  who  do  not  fall  under  the  three  prescribed’  age  groups,  e.g., 
routine  inspections  of  a fourth  age-group  (children  who  have  attained  the 
age  of  8 years  during  the  year  in  which  the  inspection  takes  place)  or  of  other 
groups  of  children,  as  distinct  from  those  who  are  individually  selected  on 
account  of  some  suspected  ill-health  for  “Special”  Inspection. 

(d)  A Special  Inspection  is  a medical  inspection  by  the  School  Medical 
Officer  himself,  or  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  on  his  staff,  of  a child 
specially  selected  or  referred  for  such  inspection,  i.e,,  not  inspected  at  a 
routine  medical  inspection' as  dehned  above.  Such  children  may  be  selected 
by  the  Medical  Officer  during  a visit  to  the  School  or  may  be  referred  to 
him  by  the  Teachers,  School  Nurses,  Attendance  Officers,  Parents,  or  other- 
wise. It  is  immaterial  for  the  purpose  of  this  heading  whether  the  children 
are  inspected  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  or  elsewhere.  If  a 
child  happens  to  come  before  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  special  inspec- 
tion during  a year  in  which  it  falls  into  one  of  the  routine  groups,  its 
routine  inspection  is  entered  in  Part  A of  the  table  on  page  7 headed 
“ Routine  Inspections  ” and  its  special  inspection  in  Part  B.  The  inspection 
recorded  under  the  heading  of  special  inspections  is  only  the  first 
inspection  of  the  child  so  referred  for  a particular  defect. 
If  a child  who  has  been  specially  inspected  for  one  defect  is  subsequently 
specially  inspected  for  another  defect,  such  subsequent  inspection  is 
recorded  as  a Special  Inspection  and  not  as  a Re-inspection. 

(e)  Under  this  heading  is  entered  the  medical  inspections  of  children 
who  as  the  rasult  of  a routine  or  special  inspection  come  up  later  on  for 
subsequent  re-inspection,  whether  at  the  School  or  at  the  Inspection  Clinic. 
The  first  inspection  in  every  case  is  entered  as  a routine  or  special  inspec- 
tion as  the  case  may  be.  Every  subsequent  inspection  of  the  same  defect 
is  entered  as  a re-inspection. 


Nothing  is  included  under  the  head  of  special  inspections  or  re-inspec- 
tions except  such  inspections  as  are  defined  above.  Attendances  for  treatment 
by  a Nurse,  or  for  examinations  by  anyone  other  than  a Doctor  on  the 
staff  of  the  School -Health  Service,  are  not  recorded  as  medical  inspections. 
If,  however,  at  any  such  attendance  a child  is  also  examined  by  one  of 
the  Authority’s  Medical  Officers,  this  is  recorded  as  a special  inspection  or 
re-inspection  as  the  case  may  be,  even  if  treatment  is  also  given;  but  such 
attendance  is  also  of  course  recorded  as  an  attendance  for  treatment. 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  FOUND  BY  MEDICAL  INSPECTION 


Routine  Inspections; 

No.  of  defects 

Requiring 
to  be  kept 

Requiring  under  ob-  1 

serration, 

t reatuient 

but  nut  1 

itKiuiring 

treatment 

(2) 

(3) 

1 

7 

— 

32 

1 

14 

— 

32 

8 

39 

11 

5 

1 1 

14 

3 

. 431 

176 

88 

28 

: 23 

13 

10 

2 

34 

7 

109 

213 

16  . 

20 

51 

7 

.1  39 

15 

21 

53 

7 

10  , 

1 

1 

14 

79 

67 

27 

26 

14 

35 

75 

2 i 

2 , 

4 ; 

3 

— i 

4 

— 

1 

j 

2 

2 i 

7 

1 i 

16  1 

7 ! 

4 ! 

9 1 

— 1 

1 

! 

54  ! 

1 

206 

156 

1448 

1003 

No,  of  (iofeeu 


Defect  or  disesMe 


Requirini: 
to  be  kept 


(1) 


Skin . 


N'ose  and 
throat. 


(1)  Ringworm — Scalp 

(2)  „ -Body 

(3)  Scabies  

(4)  Impetigo 

(5)  Other  diseases  (noii-tuberculous) 

Eye  (6)  Blepharitis 

(7)  Conjunctivitis  

(8)  Keratitis  

(9)  Corneal  ulcers 

(10)  Other  conditions  (excluding defectivi 

vision  and  squint)  

(11)  Defective  vision  (excluding  squint).. 

(12)  Squint 

Ear (13)  Defective  hearing 

(14)  Otitis  media  

(15)  Other  ear  diseases 

(16)  Chronic  tonsillitis  only  

(17)  Adenoids  only  

(18)  Chronic  tonsillitis  and  adenoids 

(19)  Other  conditions  

(20)  Enlarged  cervical  glands  ( non-tuberculous ) 

(21)  Defective  speech 

H«iH  and  (^2)  Heart  disease-Organic  

circulaHon..S^f,  , V -l-«»ct.o.ml  

Lungs  (25)  Bronchitis  

(26)  Other  non-tuberculous  diseases  .. 
Tuberculosis  (27)  Pulmonary — Definite  

(28)  ,,  Suspected  

(29)  Non -pulmonary — Glands 

(30)  ,,  Bones  and  joints 

, (31)  ,,  Skin 

(32)  ,,  Other  forms 

.(33)  Epilepsy  .. 

(34)  Chorea 

(35)  Other  conditions 

Deformities  (36)  Rickets  

(37)  Spinal  curvature 

(38)  Other  forms  .... 


Nutrition,  Uncleanliness  and  Dental  Diseases) 


TOTAL. 


(4) 


.•^erTation 
but  not 
requiring 
treatment 
(5) 


i 

40 

74 

82 

187 

96 

91 


2 


102 

33 

13 

50 

26 

202 

177 

1 

6 

127 

78 

5 


17 
19 

18 
139 


3 

1 

7 

11 

3 


70 

1829 


3523 
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CLASSIFICATION  OF  THE  NUTRITION  OF  CHILDREN 
INSPECTED  DURING  THE  YEAR  IN  THE 
ROUTINE  AGE  GROUPS 


Age  Groups 

Number 

of 

Children 

A 

(Excellent) 

B 

(Normal) 

C 

(Slightly 

.subnormal) 

D 

(Bad) 

Inspected 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

No. 

7» 

Entrants...,. 

3611 

25 

0-69 

3254 

90-11 

332 

9-20 

Second  Age  Group  ... 

1079 

73 

4-34 

1456 

86-72 

149 

8-87 

1 

•07 

Third  Age  Group  

Other  Routine 

1822 

137 

7-52 

1605 

88-09 

79 

4-33 

1 

-06 

Inspections.. 

1700 

84 

4-94 

1513 

89-00 

98 

5-76 

5 

-30 

Total 

8812 

319 

3.62 

7828 

88-83 

658 

7-47 

7 

cc 

0 

HANDICAPPED  PUPILS 


This  return  is  in  respect  of  all  handicapped  pupils  in  the  area,  as 
set  forth  in  paragraph  3 of  the  Handicapped  Pupils  and  School  Health 
Service  Regulations,  1945,  and  is  not  confined  only  to  those  for  whom 
suitable  accommodation  is  available. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  table  no  child  is  included  who  has  not  been 
examined  by  the  School  Medical  Officer,  or  by  a member  of  the 
Authority’s  Medical  Staff. 

The  table  is  made  up  from  the  list  of  handicapped  pupils  as  it 
stood  on  the  last  day  of  the  calendar  year. 

Children  sent  by  the  Authority  to  Day  or  Residential  Schools, 
outside  the  area  are  included  in  this  table;  children  who  are  living  in 
the  area,  or  attend  Day  Schools  in  the  area,  but  who  come  from  other 
areas,  are  not  included. 


No  child  is  entered  under  more  than  one  heading  in  this  form. 


In 

Special 

Schools 

In 

Maintained 

Schools 

In 

Independent 

S>cllOC)ls 

Not  at 
School 

Total 

Boys 

C.4rls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

Boys 

Girls 

A. 

Blind  

3 

5 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

B. 

Partially  Sighted  

11 

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

11 

9 

C. 

Deaf 

9 

4 

— 

— 

T 

— 

3 

3 

12 

7 

D 

Partially  Deaf 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

E. 

Delicatec 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

F. 

Diabetii  

— 

— 

G. 

Educatonally  Subnormal 

79 

28 

7 

3 

— 

3 

2 

1 

88 

35 

H. 

I. 

Epileptic 

Maladjusted  

2 

3 

4 

1 

8 

3 

- 

— 

1 

— - 

3 

11 

4 

4 

J. 

Physically  Handicapped 
(a)  Cripples 





5 

12  ' 

1 

2 



4 

4 

11 

16 

(b)  Hearts  

— 

1 

4 

10 

— 

— * 

1 

1 

5 

12 

K. 

Speech  Defects  

64 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

64 

27 

L. 

Multiple  Disabilities 

4 

7 

4 

1 1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

10 

8 

I 220  I 130. 
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MULTIPLE  DEFECTS 

SUMMARY 


Educationally  sub-normal  and  Epileptic  

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Physically  Defective 

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Maladjusted  

Educationally  sub-normal  and  Defect  of  Speech  .... 

Educationally  snh-normal  and  Delicate  

Epileptic  and  Educationally  snh-noi‘inal  

Epileptic  and  Unedncahle  .• 

Deaf  and  Educationally  sid)-normal  ! 

Partially  blind  and  l<:dncationally  snh-nonnal  

Partially  blind  and  Partially  deaf  

Physically  defective  and  Maladjusted  

Physically  defective  and  Educationally  snh-norinal 
Maladjusted  and  Defect  of  speech  ....^ 


Below  is  a classification  of  tlie  defects  from  whicli 
sighted  children  suffer  : 


the  partiallv  \ 


Congenita]  Clataract  ^ 1 

Myopia  c. 

Hypermetropia  3 

Myopic  Astigmatism  and  Myopia  1 

Myopic  Astigmatism  4 

Nystagmus  and  Optic  atrophy  : 1 

Coloboma  of  iris  and  choroid  , 1 

Coloboma  of  iris  with  leucoma  1 

Ruphthamas  1 

Nystagmus  , 1 


20 

TUBERCUT.OUS  CHIT.DREN 


i 

i 


I 


Only  children  diagnosed  as  tuberculous  and  requiring  treatment  ^ 
for  tuberculosis  a't  a sanatorium,  a dispensary,  or  elsewhere  are  recorded  % 
in  this  category.  Children  suffering  from  crip])ling  due  to  tuberculosis  j 
which  is  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  treatment  are  recorded  1 
as  crippled  children,  provided  that  the  degree  of  crippling  conforms  to 
the  description  of  a crippled  child  given  in  paragraph  3 (j)  of  the  Handi-  | 
capped  Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulation,  1945.  All  other  | 
tuberculous  children  who  are  regarded  as  being  no  longer  in  need  of  J 
treatment  are  recorded  as  delicate  children  provided  the  Medical  Officer  -1 
is  prepared  to  certify  under  Regulation  3 (e)  of  the  Handicapped  J 
Pupils  and  School  Health  Service  Regulations,  1945,  that  they  are  1 
incapable,  by  reason  of  such  defect,  of  receiving  projser  benefit  from  the 
instruction  in  ordinary  schools.  3 

I.— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS  I 
(Including  pleura  and  intra-thoracic  glands)  J 

Number  on  register  at  31st  December,  1946  50  .M 

IL— CHILDREN  SUFFERING  FROM  NON-PTTLMONARY  TI^ERCULOSIS  3 
(This  category  includes  tuberculosis  of  all  sites  other  than  those  m 
shown  in  (I)  above).  a 

Number  on  register  at  31st  December,  1946  19  S 
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CLAUGHTON  ROAD  SPECIAL  SCHOOL 
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111  accordance  with  the  arrangements  for  ascertainment,  examina- 
tions of  children  suspected  to  be  educationally  subnormal  were  held  at 
various  schools  and  clinics  during  the  year  by  the  Assistant  Medical 
Officers. 

The  results  of  these  examinations  are  set  out  below  ; 


Total  number  examined— Boys  , 40 

Girls  19 

— 59 

Number  found  to  be  educationally  sub-normal— Bovs...  33 

Girls...  16 

— 49* 


Three  of  these  were  recommended  for  admission  to  a residential 
special  school  and  fifteen  were  notified  to  the  Local  Autiiority 
under  the  .Mental  Deficiency  Acts. 

Number  recommended  to  continue  in  attendance 

at  ordinary  schools — Boys  7 

Girls  3 

— 10 

During  the  year.  Dr.  Williams  re-examined  a nimiber  of  children 
who  were  in  attendance  at  Claughton  Boad  School. 


The  results  of  the  examinations  are  set  out  below  : 

Total  nurnber  examined— Boys  13 

Girls  5 

Total  18 

Number  recommended  for  admission  to  Residential 

Special  Schools— Boys  3 

Girls  — 

Total  3 

Number  recommended  to  continue  in.  attendance  at 

Cdaughton  Road  School— Boys  6 

Girls  2 

Total  8 

Number  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts— Bays  2 

Girls  1 

Total 3 

A total  of  10  children  left  school  during  the  year. 

(a)  on  reaching  the  age  of  16  years  3 

(b)  before  reaching  the  age  of  16  years  — 7* 


♦ Three  of  these  were  notified  to  the  Local  Authority  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts,  one  ^as  granted  leave  of  absence,  and  three 
were  transferred  to  Residential  Special  Schools. 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY 


Ministry  of  Education  {Notification  of  Children)  Regulations — 

Statement  of  the  number  of  children  notified  during  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1946,  by  tlie  Local  Education  Autlioriy  to  the  local 
Mental  Deficiency  Authority,  under  Section  o7  of  the  JMlucation  A<'t. 
1944. 

Total  number  of  children  notified  lo 

/ ANALYSIS  OF  THE  ABOVE  TOTAL 

Boys  Girls 

1.  Children  suffering  from  a disability  of  mind 
of  such  a iialuie  or  to  sucti  an  extent  as  to 
make  them  incapable  of  receiving  education 

at  school.  5 7 

2.  Children  suffering  from  a disability  of  mind 
of  such  a natui'e  or  to  such  an  extent  that 
they  will  reipiire  supervision  after  leaving 

school  2 1 


7 


8 
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RETURN  OF  DEFECTS  TREATED  DURING  THE  YEAR 

(see  note  a) 

GROUP  I— MINOR  AILMENTS  (excluding  Uncleanliness,  for  which 

see  Page  21). 


Number  of  defects  treated,  or  under 
treatment,  during  the  year. 


Disease  or  defect 

(1) 

Under  the 
Authority’.s 
/ scheme 
(see  note  &) 

(2) 

Otherwise 

(3) 

Total 

(4) 

Skin — Ringworm— scalp — 

i 

1 

(i. ) X-Ray  treatment 

— 

10 

10 

(ii. ) Other  treatment  

5 1 

— 

5 

Ringworm — body 

37 

— 

37 

ScaWes  

8 1 

— 

8 

Impetigo 

82 

— 

82 

Other  skin  diseases  

149 

— 

149 

Minor  eye  defects  

262 



262 

(external  and  other,  but  excluding  eases 

falling  in  Group  III.) 

Minor  ear  defects  

225 

3 

228 

Minor  nose  and  throat  defects  

107 

— 

107 

Miscellaneous 

1203 

16 

1219 

(«.^.,  minor  injuries,  bruises,  sores,  chil- 

blains, &c.) 

Total 

2078 

29 

2107 

\ 

The  number  of  children  who  saw  the  doctor  and  received  treatment 
at  the  General  School  Clinic  was  1,869.  The  total  attendances 
mnnbered  9,697. 

During  the  past  year  the  Health  Visitors  paid  584  visits  to  the 
homes  of  children  with  defects  in  connection  with  “ following  up  ” — 
558  first  visits,  26  re-visits. 


GROUP  II.— SCABIES  AND  OTHER  SKIN  DISEASES  (excluding  defects 
treated  at  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinics) 


Disease  or  defect. 

Number  of  defects  treated 
at  the  Municipal  Skin  Clinic 
during  the  year. 

Scabies  : 

(a)  uncomplicated  

245 

(6)  complicated  ; 

114 

Scabies  contacts  (found  to  be  tree  from  scabies) ' 

59 

Secondary  dermatitis  (following  scabies)  

2 

Disea.ses  of  the  scalp  (due  to  lice  and  nits) 

108 

Other  skin  diseases 

77 

Total 

605 

The  total  attendances  made  at  the  Clinic  during  the  year  numbered 
2,145. 


An  average  of  1.83  treatments  only  were  required  to  effect  a cure 
for  each  case  of  uncomplicated  scabies. 
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GROUP  III.~DEFECT1VE  VISION  AND  SQUINT  (excluding  Minor  Eye 
Delects  treated  as  Minor  Ailments— Group  I.) 


Numl>er  of  defects  dealt  with 

i 

Defect  or  disease 

U nder  the 
Authority’s 
i .scheme 

i 

1 

1 Otherwiie 

Total 

(see  note  6) 

(1) 

' (2) 

1 (3) 

(4) 

Errors  of  refraction  (including  squint)  

755 

1 

1 

1 ' 

762 

1 

Other  defect  or  disease  of  the  eyes 
(excluding  those  recorded  in 
Group  I)  

1 

i 

i 

i 

1 

1 

I 

1 

Total 

755 

j 8 

763 

L'  nder  the 
Authority’s 
scheme 

Otherwise  j 

1 

Total 

No  of  children  for  whom  spectacles  were 

(a)  Prescribed 

631 

i 

1 

7 * 

638 

(6)  Obtained  

502 

7 1 

509 

1 

Dr.  Williams  continued  in  charge  of  the  Eye  Clinic. 


During  the  year  442  new  cases  were  examined.  Spectacles  were 
jn-escribed  for  236  of  these,  the  remainder  being  found  to  be  emmetropic 
or  cases  for  whom  spectacles  were  of  no  benefit.  598  children  attended 
for  re-examination  and  395  pairs  of  spectacles  (new  or  replaced)  were 
suj^plied. 

In  addition  to  the  above,  30  children  of  j^re-school  age  attended 
the  Eye  Clinic  for  the  first  time  and  4 attended  for  re-examination. 
23  of  the  30  pairs  of  spectacles  prescribed  for  these  children  were 
obtained  before  the  end  of  the  year. 

Under  the  terms'  of  Section  48  (3)  of  the  Education  Act,  1944, 
commencing  on  the  1st  April,  1945,  spectacles  recommended  by  the 
doctor  in  charge  of  the  Eye  Clinic  were  provided  free  of  cost  to  chil- 
dren of  school  age.  In  cases  where  parents  wish  their  children  to 
have  more  expensive  types  of  frames  than  those  provided  by  the 
Local  Authority  they  are  required  to  bear  the  difference  in  the  cost. 


29  new  cases  were  examined  and  74  re-examinations  were  carried 
out  by  Dr.  Charters,  the  Consultant  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  at  the 
Birkenhead  Municipal  Hospital. 
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The  new  cases  of  strabismus  noted  during  the  year  were  as 
follows  : 

V ; 

Convergent : Right  eye  24,  left  eye  36,  alternating  1. 

Divergent  ; Right  eye  0,  left  eye  1,  alternating  0. 

GROUP  IV.— TREATMENT  OF  DEFECTS  OF  NOSE  AND  THEvOAT 


Number  of  defects 


Received  operative  treatment 


Under  the 
Authority’s  scheme 
in  clinic  or  hospital, 
(see  note  h) 

(1) 


By  private 
practitioner  or  hos- 
pital, apart  from 
the  Authority’s 
scheme 
(2) 


(i) 

1 (ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i) 

(ii) 

(iii) 

(iv) 

(i)  ] 

(ii)  1 (iii) 

3 

42 

i ^ 

93 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

5 

43  1 94 

1 i 

Total 

(3) 


(lO 

2 


Received  other  Total  number 
forms  of  treated 

treatment 


(41 


(5) 


72 


216 


(i)  Tonsils  only,  (ii)  Adenoids  only.  (iii)  Tonsils  and  adenoids, 
(iv)  Other  defects  of  the  nose  and  throat. 


xV  total  of  204  children,  were  examined  and  254  re-examinations 
were  carried  out  by  Mrs.  Abercromby,  the  Consultant  Aurist  and 
, Laryngologist,  during  the  year. 


GROUP  V.— ORTHOPEDIC  AND  POSTURAL  DEFECTS  (see  note  c) 


Under  the  Authority’s 
Scheme 
(see  note  b) 

(1.) 

Otherwise 

(2.) 

Tot«l 

Non-residential  treatment 
at  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

Non-residential  treatment 
at  an  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

(3) 

Number  of  children  treated 

402 

3 

405 

1.  Examinations  carried  out  at  the  clinic  by  the  Orthopaedic 

Surgeon. — M the  Clinic  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  attended  on  38 
occasions  during  the  year.  The  after-care  sister  also  made  38 
attendances. 

402  new  cases  were  dealt  with,  as  compared  with  328  in  the 
previous  year. 

Tuberculous  cases  • — 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Under  school  age  133 

Of  school  age  - 269 

Over  school  age  — 
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There  were  961  re-exaininations  made,  as  compared  with  535  in 
1945:  — 


Tuberculous  cases  2 

Noil-tuberculous  rases— 

Under  school  age  338 

Of  school  age  621 

Over  school  age  — 


%1 


The  average  number  of  cases  seen  by  the  surgeon  per  session 
was  31. 

In  the  following  table  .Mr.  Horace  flavies  sets  out  a classification 
of  cases  dealt  with  and  shows  the  results  of  treatment: 


Disease  Catej’i tries 

New  Ca-oes 

Ke-ExaMnnation.s 

Discharged  during  1946 

1 

rntler 

.School 

Age 

Of 

School 

Age 

Under 

School 

Age 

1 

Of 

.'^chctol 

Age 

: i 

I 1 

rl 

I.eft  district- 

1 

' 1 

1 

1 

e 

■; 

M. 

F. 

M. 

Y. 

M. 

i 

M. 

F. 

Congenital  Delbrniities : 

1 

Trunk  

1 

1 

... 

3 

1 1 

Upper  Limb  

1 

1 

...  1 

3 

Lower  Limb  

9 

7 

2 

5 

26  1 

19 

10 

11 

"e  ’ i 

”3 

■ 

Acquired  Deformities  : 

Flat  Foot  

37 

17 

50 

39 

75 

43  1 

158 

163 

60  17 

6 

9 

Hallux  Valgus  

i ... 

3 i 

t ...  ! 

10 

2 i .. 

Postural  Kyphosis  & Scoliosis. 

1 

' 2 

6 

5 

' 11 

14 

35 

2 ^ 1 

'l 

Knock  Knee  

9 

i 14 

4 

2 

59 

: 17  i 

i 

12 

2 ; ... 

Bow  Leg 

18 

7 

; 21 

, 26 

1 

1 

2 i 2 

1 

1 ’ 

Other  Conditions  

16 

ri 

12 

14 

5 2 

1 

i ”• 

Affections  of  Skeleton  : 

Pickets  

: 3 

Other  Conditions  

n 

i 

Affections  of  Nervous  System  ; 

Spastic  Paralysis 

2 

1 

2 

5 

12 

15 

1 

Infantile  ,,  

1, 

1 

4 

1 ... 

9 

27 

!!!  i 

1 

Peripheral  Nerve  Lesions  ... 

5 

! 1 

5 

7 

Other  Conditions  

3 

10 

8 

1 4 

4 

1 . . . 

1 

Affections  of  Bone  : 

[ 

1 ... 

Osteomyelitis 

4 

6 

i ... 

Tuberculosis  

.!.  1 

1 

1 ... 

Other  Conditions  

1 

i 

’’i 

3 

1 ... 

Affections  of  Joints  : 

Tuberculous  

1 

Other  Conditions  

... 

! ■■■ 

Affections  of  Spine  : 

1 

Tuberculous  

Other  Conditions  ... 

!!! 

!!!  -i  !!! 

Affections  of  Epiphyses  

1 

14 

15 

Affections  of  Soft  Tissues 

1 

11 

, 

Complications  of  Trauma  

2 

1.3 

-7 

5 

12 

13 

No  Abnormal  Defect  

Totals 

77 

! 56 

105 

97 

218 

148 

1 

271 

350 

81  27 

1 

9 

13 

1 

- 
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2.  Massage  and  remedial  exercises- — Massage  and  remedial 
exercises  as  prescribed  by  the  Orthopaedic  Surgeon  were  provided  by  the 
Invalid  Children’s  Association.  (There  are  two  whole-time  and  one  part- 
time  masseuses  on  the  Association’s  staff.) 

Attendance  for  massage  and  remedial  exercises  were  made  by 
clinic  cases  as  follows: — 

Tuberculous  cases  , — 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Under  school  age  1495 

Of  school  age  6154 

Over  school  age  ’ 16 

7665 

In  addition  to  the  above,  551  attendances  were  made  by  non- 
clinic cases  (that  is  to  say,  cases  sent  to  the  Association  by  orthopaedic 
surgeons  attached  to  voluntary  hospitals,  etc.)  as  follows: 

Under  school  age  122 

Of  school  age  429 

Over  school  age  — 

551 


3.  Surgical  apparatus,  splints,  etc. — These  are  provided  by  the 
Association,  the  number  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  past  year  being 
as  follows: — 

Under  School  Of  School  Over  School 

A^e  Age  Age 

Tuberculous  -cases— 

Clinic  cases  — 11  3 

_Non-clinic  cases  — 2 2 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  156  183  20 

Non-clinic  oases  44  99  7 

4.  Milh.  tonics,  convalescence,  after-care- — IMost  useful  work  is 
also  done  by  the  Association  in  providing  milk,  tonics,  etc.,  for  patients 
for  whom  these  have  been  prescribed  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeon  and 
other  doctors,  and  in  following  up  and  helping  patients  who  have 
passed  through  the  stage  of  active  treatment : 


Under  School 
Age 

Children  supplied  with  milk — 

Tuberculosus  cases— 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Non-tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Children  supplied  with  tonics — 

Tuberculosus  cases— 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Non-tuberculous  cases — 

Clinic  cases  3 

Non-clinic  cases  2 


Of  Sehool 
Age 


Over  Sohool 

Age 
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Children  sent  to  Convalescent  Homes  and  Country  Hospitals — 


I’nder  School 
A Re 


Tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  — 

Non-clinic  cases  — 

Non-tuberculous  cases— 

Clinic  cases  37 

Non-clinic  cases  35 


Of  School 
Age 


Over  Schofil 
Age 


If  10 
K8 


5.  THrlcf^nhead  Orthopaedic  TTospital. — At  this  Institution 
children  suffering  from  Oidhopiedic  defects  of  tuberculous  origin  are 
treated.  Many  are  cases  who  have  passed  through  a course  of  treat- 
ment at  Leasowe  Hospital,  or  are  awaiting  admfssion  to  that  Institu- 
tion. 


The  Ministiw  of  Education  have  intimated  that  in  the  event  of 
fully  trained  teaching  staff  being  a])})ointed  they  will  consider  recogni- 
tion of  this  Hospital  as  a Hos]jital  School,  anfl  it  is  hoped  that  two 
qualified  Teachers  will  be  appointed  early  in  1047, 


Treatment  hi)  Ultra-Violet  Raijs. — At  the  North  Clinic  a 


total  of  33  children  of  school  age  made  350  attendances  during  the  year. 


Improved 

Malnutrition  — 

Debility  9 

Tuberculosis  3 

Anaemia  3 

Bronchitis  1 

Rickets  2 

Other  conditions  2 


Not 

Improved 


Stlli  under 
tre;itment  ut 
end  of  Year 


20 


3 

13 


20 


In  addition  242  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 


At  the  South  Clinic  a total  of  13  children  of  school  age  made  191^ 
attendances  during  the  year. 


« Not 

Improved 

Malnutrition  — 

Debility  4 

Tuberculosis  — 

Anaemia  4 

Bronchitis  3 

Rickets  

Other  conditions  — 


Improved 


11 


Still  under 

treatment  at 

end  of  year 

& 

~4~ 

5 

4 

— 

— 

r 

is 

— 

13 

/i- 

— 

en  below 

and  :* 

above  school  age. 
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At  the  premises  of  the  Invalid  Children’s  Association  a total  of  95 
children  of  school  age  made  1,558  attendances  during  the  year. 

Still  under 
Not  treatment  at 
Improved  Improved  end  of  vear 

Debility  ^ 58  10  21 

Tuberculosis  3 2 — 

Anaemia  — — — 

Bronchitis  — — — 

Rickets  _ _ 1 

Other  conditions  — — — 

61  * 12  22 

In  addition  594  attendances  were  made  by  children  below  and 
above  school  age. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT 

(1)  Number  of  children  who  were — 

(a)  Inspected  by  the  Dentist  : 

Routine  age  groups— 

aged  5 925 

aged  6 1268 

aged  7 1310 

aged  8 1373 

aged  9 1341 

aged  10  1343 

aged  11  1350 

aged  12  1289 

aged  13  1236 

aged  14  251 

11686 

(b)  Specials  {see  note  e)  , 2266 

(c)  TOTAL  (Routine  and  Specials)  '. 13952 

(2)  Number  found  to  require  treatment  9597 

(3)  Number  actually  treated  6670 

(4)  Attendances  made  by  children  for  treatment  8232 

(5)  Half-days  devoted  to 

Inspection  155 

Treatment  1300 

Clerical  work  171 

Total  1626 

(6)  Fillings  (see  note  /):— 

Permanent  Teeth  3705 

Temporary  Teeth  131 

Total  3836 

(7)  Extractions  : — 

Permanent  Teeth  1844  * 

Temporary  Teeth  6642 

Total  8486 

(8)  Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  for  extractions  ...  2766 

(9)  Other  Operations 

Permanent  Teeth  *. 2290 

Temporary  Teeth  255 

Total  — 2545 

Cleanliness  of  teeth. — The  children  examined  were  classified 
according  to  cleanliness  of  teeth  as  follows: 

Clean  6690 

Fairly  clean  4220 

Dirty  776 

11686 
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Condition  of  gums.— The  following  figures  show  the  condition  of 
the  gums  of  the  children  examined: 


Gums  healthy  10378 

Gums  inflamed  ..!!!!!!!!.!  719 

Gums  septic  ; 589 


11686 


Condition  of  bite.— This  was  found  to  be  as  set  out  l)elow  : 


riite  good  10157 

Bite  fair  i:i>^; 

Bite  bad  1,;3 


11686 

Notices  were  sent  to  the  parents  of  tlie  0,507  children  found  to 
require  dental  treatment,  witli  the  following  resnlth  : — 

Refused  to  have  treatment  done  or  did  not  reply  ...  656 

Stated  that  treatment  would  be  obtained  privately  ...  670 

Requested  treatment  at  the  Dental  Clinic  8271 

9597 


Of  the  8,271  children  for  whom  treatment  at  the  clinic  was 
requested: 

6140  were  treated  before  the  end  of  the  year 
1199  did  not  attend  when  sent  for 
932  were  awaiting  treatment  at  the  end  of  tlie  year 

8271 


The  total  number  of  children  treated  at  the  clinic  during  104G  was  ■ 


Following  on  1945  inspections  530 

Following  on  1946  inspections  6140 


6670 

5,807  treatments  were  completed  during  the  j^ear. 

UNCLEANLINESS  AND  VERMINOUS  CONDITIONS  " 

(i)  Average  number  of  visits  per  school  made  during  the 

year  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses’  Assistants  15 

(ii)  Total  number  of  examinations  of  children  in  the  schools 


by  Health  Visitors  and  Nurses’  Assistants  57753 

(iii)  Number  of  individual  children  found  unclean  {see  note 

9)  V- 2255 


The  Health  Visitors  paid  119  visits  to  the  homes  of  children  in 
regard  to  uncleanliness  and  verminous  disease  (84  first  visits,  35 
re-visits) . 

In  accordance  with  a scheme  to  assist  mothers,  engaged  on  essentird 
work,  to  keep  their  children’s  heads  free  from  infectious  skin  disease, 
108  children  made  399  attendances  at  the  Municipal  Skin  Clinic  for 
treatmeyit  during  the  year. 


Health  of  school  children 


53 


NOTES  ON  TABLES  {pages  45-52) 

(a)  Tlie  Table  deals  with  all  defects  treated  during  the  year,  however 
they  were  brought  to  the  Authority’s  notice,  i.e.,  whether  by  routine  inspec- 
tion, special  inspection,  or  otherwise,  during  the  year  in  question  or 
previously. 

(b)  This  heading  includes  all  cases  that  received  treatment  under  definite 
arrangements  or  agreements  for  treatment  made  by  the  Local  Education 
Authority  and  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Education  under  Section  48  of  the 
Education  Act,  1944.  Cases  which,  after  being  recommended  tor  treatment 
or  advised  to  obtain  it,  actually  received  treatment  by  private  practitioners, 
or  by  means  of  direct  application  to  hospitals,  or  by  the  use  of  hospital 
tickets  supplied  by  private  persons,  etc.,  are  entered  under  other  headings. 


(c)  Postural  defects  which  received  non-residential  treatment  otherwise 
than  at  an  orthopeedic  clinic  are  not  recorded  in  this  Table. 

{d)  A child  may  be  recorded  in  more  than  one  category  and  therefore 
the  total  number  of  children  treated  will  not  necessarily  be  the  same  as 
the  sum  of  the  figures  in  the  separate  categories. 

(g)  The  heading  “ Specials  ” in  this  Table  relates  to  all  children 
inspected  by  the  School  Dentist  otherwise  than  in  the  course  of  the  routine 
inspection  of  children  in  one  of  the  age  groups  covered  by  the  Authority’s 
approved  scheme,  namely,  to  children  specially  selected  by  him,  or  referred 
by  Medical  Officers,  Parents,  Teachers,  etc.,  on  account  of  urgency. 

(/)  Temporary  fillings,  whether  in  permanent  or  temporary  teeth,  are 
recorded  as  other  operations. 

ig)  (i)  All  cases  of  uncleanliness,  however  slight,  are  recorded. 

(ii)  The  return  relates  to  individual  children  and  not  to  instances  of 
uncleanliness. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1933. — 15  children  summoned  to 
appear  before  the  Police  Court  were  examined  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  this  Act.  ' 


Employment  of  Children  Byelaws. — 8-  children  were  medically 
examined  as  to  fitness  for  work  under  these  byelaws.  Certificates  were 
granted  in  8 cases. 

Past  Infectious  Diseases.- — Enquiry  was  made  at  each  routine 
medical  inspection  as  to  the  infectious  diseases  from  which  the  children 
might  have  suffered. 


(1)  Children  aged  3 — 9 


Scarlet  Fever  , 

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps 

(2)  Children  aged  10 — 16 

No  Infectious  Disease  

Measles  

Whooping  Cough  

Scarlet  Fever  

Diphtheria  

Chicken  Pox  

Mumps  

Note. — The  same  child  may  have 


No.  of 
Cases 

Percentage 

413 

7.91 

..4175 

79.92 

2745 

52.54 

561 

10.74 

174 

3.33 

1998 

38.25 

1135 

21.73 

115 

3.28 

3148 

89.92 

1980 

56.56 

506 

14.46 

346 

9.88 

1961 

56.01 

1352 

38.34 

in  one 

of  these  dise 
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Go-operation  of  Parents. — Parents  attended  at  the  examination  of 
5,566  (63.79%)  of  the  8,725  children  dealt  with  at  routine  inspections. 

Group  Parents  Present 

Nursery  Classes  96.29% 

Entrants  90.64% 

2nd  age  group  40.08% 

3rd  age  group  20.14% 

4th  age  group  76.70% 


Vaccination. — In  the  ordinary  inspections  children  were  examined 
as  to  vaccination  marks.  Of  the  8,725  children  examined  -• 

3475  (39.83%)  showed  no  marks 

4643  (!33.21  % ) showed  one  mark 

534  ( 6.12%)  showed  two  marks  \ 

34  ( 0.39%)  showed  three  marks  ^ 

39  ( 0.45%)  showed  four  marks  '•r 


Height  and  weight. — Below  are  set  out  the  average  heights  and 
weights  (measured  without  footwear)  of  children  who  were  examined 
during  the  course  of  routine  inspections. 

i Height  tr 


Age 

Boya 

Girls 

No. 

1 

Ft. 

Ins. 

No. 

Ft. 

Ins. 

3 years  i 

12 

! *' 

3 

3-83 

9 

3 

4-56 

4 years  

! 319 

1 3 

6-46 

308 

3 

6-08 

5 years  

995 

! 3 

8-71 

946 

3 

8-41 

6 years  

1 377 

1 3 

10-60 

386 

3 

10-29 

7 years  

1 90 

1 4 

1-27 

108 

4 

0-31 

8 years  

; 376 

! 4 

3-54 

355 

4 1 

3-06 

9 years  

1 410 

4 

4-67 

363 

4 

4-30 

10  years 

1 17 

4 

5-82 

15 

4 

6-47 

11  years 

1 155 

4 

9-67 

100 

4 

10*16 

12  years  

! 712 

4 

10-25 

620 

4 

11-32 

13  years  

470 

5 

1-38 

422 

d ^ 

1.68 

14  years  

422 

5 

2-46 

238 

5 

2-43 

15  years  

197 

5 

7-37 

98 

5 

4-73 

16  years  

106 

5 

8-96 

54 

5 

5*74 

17  years 

31 

5 

10-61 

'V 

5 

i 

6*56 

Age 

Weight 

Boys 

Girls 

No. 

St. 

Lbs, 

No. 

St. 

Lbs. 

3 years  

12 

2 

8-67 

9 

2 

10-11 

4 years  

319 

2 

13-92 

308 

2 

11-59 

5 years  

994 

3 

4-74 

*946 

3 

2-04 

6 years  

375 

3 

6-95 

386 

3 

5-32 

7 years  

90 

3 

12-60 

i08 

3 

9.04 

8 years* 

380 

4 

4 04 

357 

4 

1-30 

.9  years  

412 

4 

6-13 

365 

4 

4-63 

10  years 

17 

4 

9-82 

15 

4 

12-87 

11  years 

155 

5 

6-06 

100 

5 

9.54 

12  years 

715 

5 

9*97 

626 

6 

1*99 

13  years 

472 

6 

8*17 

427 

6 

13-82 

14  years  

425 

6 

12-89 

241 

7 

5-12 

15  years 

197 

8 

- 9-62 

99 

8 

5-06 

16  years  

105 

9 

5-15 

54 

8 

12-89 

17  years '. 

31 

10 

1-71 

18 

9 

2-67 

% 


